
AN OVERVIEW OF SERVICE PUPILS AT MAYHILL AND THE POSSIBLE AFFECTS OF LOCKDOWN 2020 

PURPOSE OF RESEARCH 

Service children currently make up 29% of the children at Mayhill, our aim is 
to gain a more accurate picture of these children: assessing whether they 
have different needs to others within the school and where these needs may 
be to determine what support needs to be given. 

It was important to gain an insight into how children interacted with the 
school during national lockdown due to  COVID19 and to assess where, and if, 
these children may have additional needs as a result.  

It is important to gain a better insight into what the service children would 
like from us a school to help support them. 

RESEARCH CARRIED OUT AND METHODS 

Data was collected via SeeSaw from the lockdown period and for the rest of 
the academic year 2019-20, to determine how service pupils interacted dur-
ing this time. 

The number of service children who attend SCL has been monitored since the 
start of the school year to determine the average number of children from 
Mayhill attending either breakfast or afterschool club. This data has the been 
compared to that of non-service children attending. 

Service children's attainment levels have been monitored through class CPRs 
with the aim of seeing whether they are any differences from a whole school 
perspective. 

Attendance records during lockdown were analysed to see how many service 
children attended. Out of the children that did attend, a proportion of those 
that were service have been calculated to determine how valuable school 
was to service children during that time.  

Children were as asked to express their views on how the school could sup-
port them. 

LIMITATIONS 

The data collected from SeeSaw to show the number of posts by pupils also 
includes those from teachers—this is why averages were taken to compare 
the whole class and then each year group and not just particular pupils. 

Weekly averages were taken for the number of children attending school 
during lockdown to gain a wider picture as there was some variation be-
tween days. 

Children's working levels were not taken at the end of the 2019/2020 school 
year— due to lockdown and some children not attending school post lock-
down— therefore these will be their working levels form mid March 2020. 

A small number of pupils were asked to express their views on how the 
school could support them—to gain a wider understanding  this could be 
carried out across all year groups as the needs may vary depending on the 
age of the children. 

There is little data from SCL so the average was taken over 4 weeks. 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH 

Overall, the levels at which service children work in comparison to the rest of 
the school are comparative— an area for improvement would be extra sup-
port for service children in their writing as the data shows 25% of service 
children are currently working below ARE in this area. 

The number of service children attending SCL shows that it is a valuable part 
of the school day for them –with almost half of the regular attendees being 
service children—support for service families in attending SCL during deploy-
ment could be beneficial. 

We can see that service children accessed distance learning through lock-
down exceptionally and from the children's feedback, they felt supported by 
their teachers during that time. 

The service children at Mayhill would like more time to be able to read with 
adults as this is something that they can find challenging during deployment. 

RESULTS 

Although no more than 20% of our service pupils attended school during 
lockdown, it is clear that out of all children who did attend, service children 
held the majority. This was in some cases due to both parents being key 
workers or one parent being deployed and another being a keyworker. This 
showed that school was an important part of lockdown for many of our ser-
vice children. The number of service children attending after lockdown rose 
each week cumulating in 78%. 

RESULTS 

As the data above shows, the majority of service children are either on 
track to meet ARE or are working above ARE in maths, reading and writing. 
The data also shows that  25% of service children are working below ARE in 
writing , if you compare this to our whole school data that shows 23.5% of 
the children are not on track to meet the national standard in writing, then 
we can see that service children are slightly above average and therefore 
more likely not to meet age related expectations. 

SEESAW DATA 

It is clear that service children accessed 
distance learning very well during lock-
down—with over 65% of service children 
posting double the average number of times 
for their year group and only 5.5% posting 
less than average. This shows that they were 
able to access the learning and were en-
gaged during this time. 

SCL  

This data shows that the majority (66.7%) of children attending after 
school club from Mayhill are service and that 46.7% of those attending 
breakfast club are service. It also shows that a larger percentage of service 
children compared to non-service, use SCL. This proves that SCL is a valua-
ble resource for service children and their families at Mayhill. 

CHILDREN’S FEEDBACK 

The service children involved in this research all agreed that they would like 
the opportunity to be able to talk to each other as a group more regularly—
they would like Mayhill Heroes Club to be run in bubbles to enable at least 
year groups, to interact with an adult to support discussions. 

Some children found that lockdown benefitted their family as deployments 
were cancelled  and they were able to spend more time together. On the 
other hand, those with parents deployed, expressed that they found lock-
down harder than previous deployments. 

Over 60% of the children agreed that they would like time to read with an 
adult at school as they said this can be difficult with deployed parents. 

Weeks Weeks 


