
 

 

 

 

 

                            

 

9th June 2022 

 

 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
On behalf of the Mayhill Junior School governing body, we are delighted to share the news that we 
have successfully recruited a new Headteacher to start in September 2022. We look forward to 
welcoming Mrs Sarah McGillivray to our school to start the new academic year. She is currently a 
Deputy Head at Merton Junior School in Basingstoke and more recently spent nine months as acting 
Headteacher there. 
 
This appointment was the result of a rigorous two-day assessment and interview selection process 
run by a panel of five governors, the Hampshire Leading Learning partner for Mayhill (who works 
closely with the Headteacher throughout their time at Mayhill) and our School Improvement 
Manager. Governors have always been determined to find the right candidate, with values and a 
vision to fit Mayhill; someone who will not only continue the Mayhill journey to becoming an 
outstanding school, but who will appreciate the current needs of the pupils and staff in terms of 
their mental and physical well-being. Governors had also considered the possibility of not appointing 
this term if the absolute right candidate was not found. 
 
Mrs McGillivray has considerable experience of working with a large range of families from different 
backgrounds. She believes that every child can achieve their true potential and should be challenged 
at every step during their learning. She has extensive experience in working with special educational 
needs to make sure those children and families receive the support they deserve. She is passionate 
about involving the RAF, Odiham village and the local infant and secondary schools to be an even 
closer part of the Mayhill School Community.  
 
 After visiting many local schools, Mrs McGillivray only applied to Mayhill and is extremely excited to 
meet you all in person. During the remainder of this term, Mr May and Mrs McGillivray will work 
closely together to ensure the transition goes as smoothly as possible, supported throughout by the 
governors. There will be opportunities for Mrs McGillivray to meet parents early in September and 
we look forward to welcoming her as our new Headteacher from 1st September 2022. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Jenny Pritchard 
Chair of Governors 
Mayhill Junior School 
 

 


