
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tuesday 12th May 2020 

Dear Parents,  
 
I hope you’re all still well, your children are safe and healthy and you are not too confused by all the 
latest information and guidance that has been released over the last 48 hours.  
 
The purpose of the letter is to help you as parents access the right information as quickly as possible 
to help you unpick all of the advice that is coming out. I will also set out in a little more detail how we 
hope to start the process of returning to school and what to do if you’re thinking this really isn’t right 
for you and your child. The current return date for some pupils is 1st June but this is provisional and 
subject to change.  
 
Welcoming in more pupils needs managing really cautiously so that every one of us can feel 
reassured that not only is it safe to do so, but that any measures being taken will be fully 
implemented. Over the next week, we will fully review our current risk assessments and systems to 
see how best to do this.  
 

1.  I would ask all parents to read the following government advice called ‘Opening schools: 
guidance for parents and careers’.  A google search would work if for any reason the link 
doesn’t. It answers questions such as ‘Can my child return to school? What about siblings? 
How will risks be managed?’  

2. There is a lot of reference to staff, parents or children who may be identified as ‘clinically 
vulnerable’ or ‘extremely clinically vulnerable’. If you or your child has any medical conditions 
are you are confused which category you might fall under, you can see a simple summary on 
the NHS website.  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk-from-
coronavirus/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/  

3. To understand what the latest science is telling us and why certain year groups have been 
picked, this government release provides a useful summary. Actions for Education and 
childcare settings.  

 
The government are ‘strongly encouraging’ two groups of pupils that they would like to see return to 
school from 1st June full time. They are: 

a) Children in Year 6* 
b) Children of critical workers, those with EHCPs and those with social workers. If you do not 

know if you are classified as a critical worker, there is a list here. * 
* Unless they are self-isolating or there are other reasons for absence.   
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children in Year 6 
Next week we will be in touch with more information and guidance. This week, we would ask you 
familiarise yourself with all of the government advice and email the school with questions you feel  
are unanswered or concern you most. This way we will make sure our communications to you are as 
useful as possible. We will also be sending home a ‘returning to school’ parent and child 
questionnaire to fill in that will guide us on how best to support your child and if there are any 
specific difficulties they have encountered which would be helpful for us to know.  
 
Children of critical workers, those with EHCPs or social workers 
If your child is not already in school, they are ‘strongly encouraged to return’, and therefore we will 
be in contact next week to find out whether you would like your child to return and what, if anything, 
would help reassure you or help you in making your decision. Only one parent needs to meet the 
eligibility for being a ‘critical worker’.  
 
For parents of children not expected to return on 1st June 
Throughout the entire summer term, irrespective of any return dates, we will continue to make sure 
your child can access really good quality home learning. It is likely this might change in its appearance 
over time, depending on the staffing requirements in school, but we will be looking to continue this 
in some form. For you, we recognise the challenge of keeping their engagement going and how 
important regular dialogue is with their class teacher in supporting this. More information and 
guidance will follow.  
 
A final word… 
As everyone’s family has experienced this lockdown in a different way, some parents will be very 
keen to follow government guidance and return their child to school, whereas others will prefer to 
not send them in for some time and see this as a huge leap in terms of risk. I want to reassure you 
that you will have the school’s full support in whatever decision you make and we will work alongside 
each of you to help map out the right return for you and your child.   
 
A genuine and heart-felt thank you to all of you for your support. Please keep in touch and let us 
know of anything that will help you in in the weeks ahead.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Tom May 

Headteacher 


