
Mayhill guidance – Hygiene and safety 

All advice will be continually reviewed in light of government advice and rates of covid-19 

infection.  

The government states the risk of infection depends on many factors, including: 

 the type of surfaces contaminated 

 the amount of virus shed from the individual 

 the time the individual spent in the setting 

 the time since the individual was last in the setting 

‘The infection risk from coronavirus (COVID-19) following contamination of the 

environment decreases over time. It is not yet clear at what point there is no risk. 

However, studies of other viruses in the same family suggest that, in most circumstances, 

the risk is likely to be reduced significantly after 72 hours.’ 

The Government have also issued the following advice:  

‘We know that, unlike older children, primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2 

metres apart from each other and staff. This is taken into account. Schools should 

therefore work through a hierarchy of protective measures. ‘ 

‘It is still important to reduce contact between people as much as possible and we can 

achieve that and reduce transmission risk by ensuring children and staff only mix in a 

small, consistent group. ‘ 

‘PHE is clear that if schools do this, and all of the other measures, then the risk of 

transmission will be lowered. ‘ 

‘Brief, transitory contact such as passing in the corridor is a low risk’ 

What protective measures are in place to reduce risk of 
infection and transmission?  

Do not attend if they or a member of their household has symptoms of coronavirus (or 

other illnesses that might lead to a spread of infection). Please inform the office.  

Promoting regular handwashing of 20 seconds and ‘catch-it, bin-it, kill-it’ approach.  

Provide small groups with consistent staffing (group size of no more than 15) 

Reducing mixing through staggered breaks and drop-off/collection 

Changing the layout of classrooms.  

Cleaning more frequently on frequently touched surfaces 

Where possible, encourage social distancing of 2m 

Carrying out a full and ever changing risk assessment 



Will the children be socially distanced?  

Yes, but we cannot guarantee this will be adhered to by every child for every moment. 

However, by implementing the protective measures listed above, involving the children in 

the management of this, and risk assessing children or scenarios where social distancing 

may be difficult, we are confident we can implement it to the best of our ability. Other 

measures in place include:  

- small tape markers along the length of the corridor 

- adapted curriculum design to minimise the chance of contact 

- adapted lunchtime and break time games that do not involve contact 

What are the expectations for cleaning around the school?  

 Refer to and follow DfE guidance.  

 

Cleaning  

Throughout the Day  bathrooms, grab-rails in corridors and stairwells and 
door handles/touch points   

 Desks and touch points 

 Disinfectant available in staff toilets 

 Pupils reminded to wash hands after using the toilet 

 Reduce chances of children handling books 

 Teacher will lead midday cleaning in their rooms: 

- Children will clean own desk and chair 

- Teachers will clean any regularly used touch 
points 

At the end of each 

day 

In addition to normal cleaning procedures and above:  

 All frequently touched surfaces in all rooms pupils 

have been in.  

 Cleaners should wear disposable or washing-up 

gloves and aprons for cleaning. These should be 

double-bagged, then stored securely for 72 hours then 

thrown away in the regular rubbish after cleaning is 

finished 

 

 

 All rooms will have access to disposable cloths and disinfectant spray. Teachers should 

use this if they are using shared space and handover at lunchtime.  

 Trim trail and climbing wall initially out of use.  

 Hand sanitiser will be available in all classrooms without sinks. 

 Where possible, corridor doors to remain open to reduce touching. Classroom windows 

will remain open where possible.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings


 Tissue waste and cleaning cloths to be placed in black bins. These are changed daily.  

 

Specific advice 

 if an area has been heavily contaminated, such as with visible bodily fluids, from a 

person with coronavirus (COVID-19), use protection for the eyes, mouth and nose, as 

well as wearing gloves and an apron 

 

How could anxiety from staff, children and parents about being 
in school be reduced? 

Consistency in carrying out measures is paramount. Whatever we do, we do it well.  

 Clear, regular and honest communication. Parents want to know they have all the 

information on which to make an informed decision and be kept up to date.  

 Maintain small group sizes and the same staff assigned to that group.  

 Request questions and queries from parents before pupils return. Administer parental 

survey about their child’s experiences at home to help staff plan their support 
appropriately.  

 Children will be actively encouraged to be part of these discussions: making posters, 
hygiene monitors etc. This will be organised in a way to reduce anxiety and increase 

their understanding of risk.  

 Gloves and face masks will not be worn by staff. 

 Staff welcome to add extra layers of their own protection: 

o Own cups, tea & coffee etc.  

o Hand sanitiser 

 Other parents and visitors are encouraged not to enter the school. Please ring buzzer 
on front entrance and a member of staff will open the door.  

What if staff or pupils are displaying symptoms? 

We are unable to screen children on entry into school. Therefore:  

 If any child or staff member is displaying symptoms of Covid-19 they will be sent 
home immediately and are advised to follow government guidance for households. 
Other members of the class and staff will not be sent home unless they are also 
showing symptoms. 

 All staff and students attending an education or childcare setting will have access to 
a test which we ask is applied for that same day; if your child has a test please 
let us know the outcome as soon as possible. 

 If the child or staff member is confirmed as having Covid-19, the rest of the class 
and the classroom staff will be sent home to self-isolate for 14 days. 

 Further advice regarding another family member coming into contact with someone 
with Covid-19 is available on the link above. 

 We will of course let you know as soon as possible if there are any confirmed cases 
of Covid-19 in school. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Testing: Government advice states: ‘Staff and pupils in all settings will be eligible for 
testing if they become ill with coronavirus symptoms, as will members of their 

households. A negative test will enable children to get back to childcare or education, and 
their parents to get back to work. A positive test will ensure rapid action to protect their 
classmates and staff in their setting’.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  

How will lunchtimes be managed? 

 Children will remain in their small groups throughout lunch, although where 

opportunities exist to chat from a distance with other groups, they will be allowed.  

 Times will be staggered so each group has their own space e.g. splitting the field in 
two and giving each group their own space.  

 Transitions will be carefully managed to avoid chance of transmission.   

 Children will eat outside whenever possible. Packed lunches are encouraged but 
cold/hot meals are available to order.  

 Children will wash hands before and after lunch.  

 

Lunchtime Team 

 First Aid bag will be taken to the playground each lunchtime so that minor cuts and 
grazes can be dealt with outside 

 Support and advice available for lunchtime team on leading suitable games 

 PPE is available from school office if there is a high risk of infection 

 Staggered lunchtimes and zones will reduce likelihood of contact 

Office Team 

 Office staff to lead cleaning of touch points during the midpoint of the school day  

 All parents encouraged to buzz on door and a member of the office will personally 
open it and will then lead communication 2m apart. 

 Contractors and visitors will be kept to a minimum. They will follow social distancing 

guidelines.  

Caretaker (CT) 

 CT will monitor the quality of cleaning happening with contract cleaners.  

 CT will liaise with office to ensure there is always a plentiful stock of cleaning 

products and disinfectant.  

 CT to provide communication with SLT if there is any evidence of reduced 

standards in cleaning. 

 Staff to communicate where areas may need an additional clean through CT’s book 

 

The cleaning and standards of hygiene and safety will be regularly monitored by 

members of the senior leadership team.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

