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`  

MAYHILL JUNIOR SCHOOL  

FAQs on returning to school 

May 2020 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you to all of you who are key workers or have children in Year 6 and who were able to let us know 
your starting intentions last Friday. The initial feedback informed us that between approximately 25 year 6 
pupils are likely to return, and between 10 – 15 pupils in year 3, year 4 and year 5 are likely to return.  

The aim of this letter is to now provide parents, who have children possibly returning, with further 
guidance to inform your decision, and seek responses from those parents who were still undecided.  

Firstly it will come as no surprise that most of our planning has been about how we can best implement all 
of the protective factors needed to be sure every child is safe. We have assessed the size of our classrooms, 
routes in and out of the classrooms, how transitions will work including pick-ups, and how we can equally 
support the health and well-being of those children not returning. On Monday we held our full first staff 
meeting in school, observing social distancing, and staff were all really keen to rise to the challenge of 
supporting every child, no matter where they are, on 1st June.  

All that said, despite our best intentions, we cannot possibly ensure that children are 2 metres away from 
other children or adults all of the time. Obviously, we will not be encouraging the children to physically 
interact with each other but after seeing the children socially distance themselves really well over the last 
nine weeks, I'm very confident the new children will rise to the challenge.  

To support you in making a final decision, there are two guidance documents now available which I would 
encourage all parents to read irrespective of whether your child is returning. The first provides general 
guidance for parents and answers the questions you submitted (copied below). The second details the 
adjustments to hygiene and safety that will be in place, both of which follow Department for Education 
advice.  

General guidance for parents 

Can my child attend if only one parent is a key worker?  

Yes. If you are a military family you will not need to provide evidence of being a key worker as your child 
will already be identified as a service child. If your child is returning for the first time and you have not yet 
provided us with evidence, please can you forward a letter from your line manager confirming you are a 
key worker or a copy of your work ID.  
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Can my child attend if they are not in year 6 and I’m not a key worker?  

For the vast majority, we are unable to offer your child a place yet. Although the government have 
suggested they would like all children to return for a month before the end of term, this is not yet the case.   
 
Can my child attend if they live with someone clinically vulnerable?  

If a child or staff member lives in a household with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable, we do 

not recommend they return to Mayhill on 1st June as we cannot guarantee stringent social distancing can 

be adhered to by every child at all times. Please call the school to discuss this further if it applies to you.  

If a child/young person or a member of staff who lives with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not 

clinically extremely vulnerable), including those who are pregnant, they can attend school. However, 

please make sure we are aware of this so we can be fully aware.  

How will children be organised in school?  

Children will be organised into groups of no more than 15 with other children from their year group. Year 6 
will initially be organised into their classes as there are approximately 12 pupils from each class returning. 
Year 3-5 will be organised into three separate groups so that they remain with their year group.  
 

Teaching Y3  Teaching Y4  Teaching Y5  Teaching 6R  Teaching 6M  

Mr Barry & Miss 

Sutton 

Mrs Allen and 

Miss Owen 

Mrs Donovan and 

Mrs Lavers 

Mrs Robson and 

Mrs Meldon 

Miss Collis and 

Mrs Meldon 

 
They will then remain in these groups and have the same staff with them for as long as our ratios allow. 
Should additional children return, they will join those groups until such time there are more than 15 at 
which point we will divide the groups so that the one new child is not on their own. Teachers not identified 
on here will be helping to lead home learning.  
 
We will always endeavour to keep friends together, but the make-up of the groups may change if more 
children return later in the term.  
 
All children returning will be given a thorough induction on their first day back so that they know the 
expectations and which staff will be teaching them on which days.  

Attendance queries: Can they return part-time?  

For the vast majority of children, we would prefer them to return full-time, especially those in Year 6 so 

that they can fully benefit from the transition work being led in school. Full-time will help us provide 

continuity in their learning and help them access the full range of support and curriculum activities being 

planned. 

The school has capacity for all key worker and vulnerable pupils to return. Please try and stick to this if 

possible.  

We do however, appreciate that some parents are requesting their child returns part-time and we are 

currently able to accommodate this if requested as long as they are full days. All eligible families can 

request full-time later in the term should we still have sufficient capacity to offer this.  
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Some children (due to pre-existing needs or as a result of increased anxiety/ emotional coping difficulties 
that have arisen during this time) may require a flexible or phased reintegration back to school. It will be 
important to have these conversations with us and agree plans as soon as possible so these can be 
communicated to your child.   

Families who do not send their child in will not be fined.  

What will children be learning in school?  

Teachers in school will be utilising the National Oak Academy resources for English and Maths both in 
school and at home. Our aim is to maintain a sense of inclusion wherever your child is being educated and 
to find activities and challenges that bring the class together.  
For those in school, the teachers will supplementing the National Academy resource with their own 
teaching in what will appear a more traditional lesson format. We will be helping children in school record 
work on Seesaw so that the shared platform remains throughout the summer term.  
There will be an hour of PE each day and dedicated PSHE time where teachers will lead discussions around 
the experiences they have encountered and support children with any mental health worries and concerns.  

How will home learning resources change?  

A message from Miss Collis who will be leading the home learning:  
 
For those children who won’t be returning to school yet, please rest assured that they will continue to be 
equally as important as those who do return to school. We will still be setting work for them to complete 
each day, just as we have been doing since the beginning of lockdown. Foundation subjects will continue to 
be set on page two of the weekly home learning sheets. Outcomes of the children's work will still be able to 
be submitted on SeeSaw and the teachers/support staff will still be reading their work and responding to it. 
However, we ask that you bare in mind that responses may not be as detailed or as frequent due to staff in 
school now teaching. Initially, upon our return on the 1st June, we aim to have a member of staff from each 
year group assigned to responding to the children’s work; in line with how it has been so far.  
 
We recognise that some of the children may be anxious about having fallen behind, that they have not 
done as much work as their peers or as expected; or that there will be a lot of work to do when school 
restarts in order to 'make up' for the time missed in school.  
 
To aid in preparing all those children who are not returning straight away, we will share a proposed 
timetable of how work is scheduled in school on our website. If you think your child would benefit from this, 
then feel free to follow along. This might be especially helpful to those in year 3-5 so that conversations 
with friends who have returned to school can happen around similar topics and support and 
encouragement given. Please know that for those still learning from home, school is here to answer your 
questions via adminoffice@mayhill.hants.sch.uk or for children’s work related questions with a quick 
message on SeeSaw. 

How will lunchtimes be organised?  

Children will remain in their group throughout lunch; where opportunities exist to chat from a distance 

with other groups, they will be allowed. Times will be staggered and if two groups are out at the same 

https://www.thenational.academy/
mailto:adminoffice@mayhill.hants.sch.uk
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time, they will have their own space i.e. splitting the field in two. Transitions will be carefully managed to 

avoid chance of transmission.   

We will also be asking children to eat outside whenever possible. Packed lunches are encouraged but hot 

and cold meals are available to order in the normal way.  

Children will wash hands before and after break/lunch.  

How will the school support mental health for children who return?  

We will be asking all parents who are sending their child back after half term to complete a short survey 

that will guide us in understanding the experiences and reaction your child has had to the pandemic. We 

will then plan our PSHE curriculum around this, providing either 1-1 time or facilitating small group 

discussions.  

As there will be new school routines in place, the teachers will help them to learn about the new 

expectations and how they can take a sense of ownership over them. We think this responsibility is 

important in helping them understand how we all play our part in helping keep others safe.  

 Our ELSA, Christine Hicks, will also be in school to meet with those children she has previously supported, 

as well to provide guidance or opportunities to discuss worries and concerns with any child.   

Can you guarantee the children will maintain social distancing?  

No, we cannot guarantee. Despite all best intentions, as with adults, there may be occasions where 

children forget. However, helping them develop ownership of this under teacher guidance is a really 

important part of helping them remain 2m apart. Reassuringly, over the last 10 weeks we have had 

children in school who have been able to demonstrate social distancing and I have every confidence the 

new children will pick it up quickly. In school it is reinforced through: 

 Small tape markers in the corridors helping them gauge 2m 

 Separate desks 

 Reduced group size 

 Staggered drop-off and pick-ups and break/lunch.  

What are the protective measures in place?  

Please see our guidance on Hygiene and Safety for more information on this.  

What do I need to know for their first day back, do they need uniform?   

As we are trying to encourage a sense of ‘normality’ (I realise the irony here!), we would like children to 

wear uniform Monday – Thursday. Fridays will be MUFTI days and children can wear their own clothes. If 

we start with encouraging uniform where we can, for those who are transitioning at the end of this year 

and have grown out of it, we can always find shared solutions (PE kit, white polo shirt etc).  

 

They will need their own lunchbox, water bottle they can refill and their own pencil case, ideally with a 

glue stick, scissors, colouring pencils etc. We can provide them with their own bag of resources if they do 



Mayhill Junior School: FAQ Guidance for Parents – May 2020  Page 5 of 6 

 

not have this. As we will be spending more time outside, please could you apply sun cream before school 

if the weather demands it and ensure they have their PE kit with them.  

Will there still be tests this year?  

No. Year 6 SATs have been cancelled as have all end of tests in years 3-5.  

 

How will transitions be managed for year 6 pupils?  

 

This is evolving but over the next few weeks your child will have videos from staff and students (if they are 

attending RMS), a virtual tour and information that will hopefully answer some of their questions and 

allay as many of their anxieties as possible. Later today, Mrs Robson will be meeting the Head of Year 7 at 

RMS and so we will provide a lot of more guidance on how we will adapt our curriculum and help prepare 

them the best we can.  

(We haven’t forgotten you if you’re heading to Amery Hill – again a more detailed update will follow) 

How will transitions be managed for year 3-5 pupils?  

At the time of writing, there remains a possibility children will be returning for a period of time before the 

summer holidays, specifically with the aim of supporting transition. After half term we will send you a list 

of events that we would love your child to participate in (think camo day, sports day etc) and in the 

meantime, the more your child can engage with the rest of their class via SeeSaw the better.   

As soon as we are confident we have managed the return of children on 1st June successfully, we will be in 

touch with more information.  

Will SCL be available for childcare either side of the school day?  

 

Currently this is not available and won’t be for the first week back. There are difficulties in making this 

financially viable for SCL and whether children who spend all day in their group, should then be allowed to 

mix. I appreciate there are a number of parents who have expressed how useful this would be and we will 

continue to look into ways of making this possible.  

What if staff or pupils are displaying symptoms? 

If parents notice their child is displaying symptoms they should not send them in. If parents do not 

notice the symptoms and school staff notice:  

o Remove the child from their group and speak to parents to collect. Isolate in the medical room 

until they are able to collect. Advise parents of the symptoms and support them on requesting a 

test.  

o If any child or staff member is displaying symptoms of Covid-19 they will be sent home 

immediately and are advised to follow government guidance for households. Other members of 

the class and staff will not be sent home unless they are also showing symptoms.  
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o All staff and students attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a test which 

we ask is applied for that same day; if your child has a test please let us know the outcome as soon 

as possible. 

o If the child or staff member is confirmed as having Covid-19, the rest of the class and the 

classroom staff will be sent home to self-isolate for 14 days.  

o We will of course let you know as soon as possible if there are any confirmed cases of Covid-19 in 

school. A record will be made of which children and staff were in the group. 

o Refer to the latest guidance from PHE and DFE about pupils/parents/staff displaying any COVID-19 

symptoms.  

 

Testing: Government advice states: ‘Staff and pupils in all settings will be eligible for testing if they 

become ill with coronavirus symptoms, as will members of their households. A negative test will enable 

children to get back to childcare or education, and their parents to get back to work. A positive test will 

ensure rapid action to protect their classmates and staff in their setting’.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

