
 

 

 

 

 

24th June 2020 

Update for Year 4 Parents 

 

Dear Parents of Year 4 children,  

We are now in a position to update you with information regarding transition into year 5 and to seek your 

support in making sure this is delivered as smoothly as possible. We can also inform you of our decision to 

mix the existing two Year 4 classes into two new Year 5 classes next year and hopefully this letter will help 

you to understand the reasons why this decision has been made, especially given the length of school 

closure they have experienced this year.  

As you may be aware, we do not set a precedent for mixing classes whereby all classes get mixed once 

throughout KS2, instead we review this year on year should the need arise. Having mixed the classes last 

year, we were not anticipating mixing them again this year. However, one of the main reasons is the 

movement in and out of new pupils and because this has been high over the last 12 months, we currently 

have two unbalanced classes. By ‘balanced’, we refer to an approximate even spread of gender, ability, 

service children, any behaviour concerns, those with specific educational needs or who are gifted and 

talented.   

We have spent a long time reflecting on the timing of this decision, especially after the long break away 

from school, but strongly feel that waiting another 12 months is not in the best interests of their all-round 

education. We are also confident that having seen children return in mixed groups this term, and in the 

knowledge we want to retain friendship groups where possible, that with your support and encouragement 

the children will settle really quickly.  

To this end, please can we ask you to:  

• Discuss this with your child and reassure them that they will still be with friends and people they 

know and there will be lots of time to meet their new class teacher in the new term.  

• If they would like to, let us know which of their friends they would still like to be with (from across 

either class) and inform us by responding on this link: 

https://www.mayhill.hants.sch.uk/form/?pid=2&form=36. They can choose up to five (they will be 

treated as equal importance). Our advice would be to tell them that they will be with at least one 

and the more they put down, the more likely we can achieve this. If you’d rather, Mr May will be 

posting a short video explaining this on Thursday morning which they can watch.  

Please can this be completed by Monday 29th June.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What will transition look like for their class?  

On the morning of Tuesday 7th July, parents will receive details on who their child’s new teacher is and 

which children are in their class (first names only). Their new class teacher will have recorded a welcome 

video for them to watch, and will set them an activity to do that morning all about themselves which will 

need to be posted onto Seesaw. (This might be a nice way of letting them find out!) Your support in helping 

them to do this task would be really appreciated. We then hope to arrange a ‘catch-up’ before term is out 

with their current class teacher. Finally, we will be leading a whole school transition week in the first week 

back in September, at which point we hope there will be lots of time and opportunity to get to know their 

new teacher, rejoin old friends and make new friends. For those children who have been here since year 3, 

they are very likely to be with a large group of children they know very well. For children new to the school, 

we will make sure they retain new friendships which have only recently started.  

For those children who are in school, they will have a brief opportunity to meet their new class teacher face 

to face for a Q&A session whilst remaining in their current bubble. Children on an EHCP plan will, where 

possible, have an opportunity to meet their new class teacher away from the class.  

We are really lucky that we have a great Year 4 group of children and as such, feel confident we can make 

sure your child has current friends and good opportunities to make new friends. All decisions made are 

final.  

If you have any questions about this, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Best wishes 

 

Tom May 

Head teacher 

 


