
 

 

 

 

 

 
Monday 16th March 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

Firstly, I would like to thank you. These are complex times where the information and recommendations we 
are receiving continues to change almost daily. Having your support when making decisions has been really 
appreciated.  

The messages coming out from Government continue to point towards this being a long game i.e. the impact 
lasting longer than the next couple of weeks. The advice also being, the longer we can hold out, and keep our 
children in school, the better for everyone due to the impact on key workers who are supporting the most 
vulnerable.  

Some of our families have already expressed concerns about this approach, and other families have 
expressed concerns about their own vulnerability as the main carer for their child and have therefore opted 
to keep them off school. At the opposite end, we have parents who are working on the front line, managing 
the care of patients or supporting those that most need our help, and if there is anything we can do to 
support you, please let me know.  

However, the overarching message seems to be that at some point, a decision will be made to close the 
school, and if that does happen, it is important to move towards a model of distance learning. This is 
different from ‘doing some online games at home’.  

Today, as it stands, we have 22 pupils absent from school, of which about half are due to a ‘new cough or 
temperature’.  We have no information to suggest anyone has coronavirus, but that measures are being 
taken by parents as a precaution. All staff are on site and lessons and assemblies are carrying on as normal. 
However, we have opted to cancel gatherings such as the End of Term Exhibition, Science Trip, class 
assembly and RAF coffee meeting.  

Will work be provided if my child is self-isolating but they are well enough to do a little i.e. they have a 
cough?   

Yes, from tomorrow, work will be made available. We have set up two pages under the ‘Curriculum’ tab of 
our website. The ‘Home Learning Resources’ will have a weekly work task for each year group; and the 
‘Supporting my child at Home’ has a range of useful links to games and online activities. Paper or spare books 
can be collected from the office if required. This work will be more generalised as we hope it is only for a 
short-time before your child returns.  

Will work be set if the school closes? What is distance learning?  

The children have lots of questions about this! Distance Learning is where a child completes their learning 
away from school, but would otherwise be expected to fully engage in the learning activities provided. 
Should the school close, all the staff will continue to support you and your child in their education- you won’t  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

be left to ‘entertain them’! Distance learning would be in the form of daily learning tasks, with opportunities 
to share their work with their teacher and seek some feedback. We are currently reviewing the best way of 
organising this and will of course brief you in full should it be necessary.  

I do believe, this approach will work, if we as adults, work together and the language around this period is 
about ‘ongoing learning’ and not around ‘closing’, and if we keep communicating so that we are best able to 
accommodate, adjust or adapt the learning. Certainly, all the staff here are optimistic and determined to 
support your child and ensure a day isn’t wasted!  

And on that note, I would like to thank the staff who are in close contact with so many different children 
each day, have maintained a sense of calm and remained focused on the learning around the school – whilst 
of course thinking about distance learning and their own families!  

If we can help in any other way, please do contact me. Regular updates will be made via our school website 

page.  

Best wishes 

 

T May      

Head teacher     


