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Dear Parents 

Welcome back! I hope for those of you whose children have been off since March, this week has 
been a welcome return to ‘normality’ and your child has come home happy and safe. Has it only been 
five days?!   

In school, it has been quite an emotional week, seeing so many familiar and excited faces all at once 
and your children have been a true credit to yourselves and the school. I try to cast my mind back to 
the time we were all home educating our children and the challenges many of us faced, and yet, 
when they come back into class it doesn’t take long at all for then to start showing us how much they 
have progressed.  

And yet, it hasn’t been all plain sailing this week. There’s no doubt that getting 30+ children to wash 
and sanitise their hands six times a day with minimal fuss takes a little thought, not to mention 
helping them to sit down for longer and keep concentrating, but they are coping really well. Some 
teachers have reported that a few children are finding returning to class and shared playgrounds a 
rather noisy place to be, not unsurprising after so long away, but hopefully the segregated lunch and 
play space is some kind of half step towards how things were. And then of course there’s the toilets 
and trying to train their bladders to wait until break or lunch! Patience and time will hopefully solve 
this!   

Important announcement following the Government’s changes to gathering of groups 

As I am sure you have heard, the new law banning gatherings of 6 or more people from different 
households does not apply to schools and I am not planning any changes to the routines we currently 
have in place. However, common sense would suggest it is a timely reminder about the need for 
social distancing in the playground which so far seems to have worked well - Thank you. 

One area that has been brought to the school’s attention are the number of parents collecting their 
Year 5 child on the top playground, perhaps made more difficult by the awkward gate entrance. One 
parent has asked their child to meet them at an agreed place away from the exit points and if this 
works for you and your family simply let your child’s teacher know and we are happy for this to 
happen.   

Changes to Homework / Home Learning 

Earlier this week (Tuesday 7th), we emailed home a letter from our English Leader, Mr Barry, about 
changes in the way we will be setting and testing spellings. If you missed it, it is available on our 
website. With your support and the new expectations on revisiting prior spellings each week, we 
hope this will help reinforce some of those commonly misspelt words.  

Next week we will let you know about a couple of other small changes to Homework this year. 
Seesaw will be being used again, as will TimesTables Rockstars, and we are currently in the process of 
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getting these set-up. Should your child, or a group of children ever need to isolate, it is essential both 
you and your child are familiar with how to log on.  
 

How will the Mayhill curriculum support catch-up learning this year? 

Before starting to answer this, it is important to revert to our Mayhill vision and our commitment to 
ensure we offer a broad curriculum i.e. to teach all the subjects, giving children experiences and 
opportunities beyond english and maths. I believe this is an essential part of primary education and 
something we mustn’t lose sight of this year.  

The other consideration is that for some, an academic catch-up curriculum isn’t needed as they 
engaged really well with the home learning and had lots of home support. Any solution must 
therefore ensure we don’t slow their progress.  

However, there are challenges ahead and children who do need additional support. We don’t want to 
race ahead and leave children with gaps in learning and we must ensure we focus our teaching on the 
key objectives. Each week, in our newsletters, we will share with you some of our ideas, plans and 
challenges in implementing a ‘catch-up curriculum’ so that you have confidence in the decisions we 
are making and the support your child will receive. We will also be asking you for more regular 
feedback so we can gauge how well it is being received and work with you on this.  

Mayhill Habit – Independence 

Each half term, as children progress 
throughout the year, we will focus our 
attention to one of our Mayhill habits and 
this half term it is ‘Independence’. For each 
habit, we break it down into three strands, 
to help children and adults have the same 
understanding of what we are looking for.  

We feel this is such an important habit for children in our school to master, especially after a period 
of lockdown when they may have had less choice, responsibility or always had support on hand. In 
class, the teachers will often refer to each of these strands and hopefully, it might be a conversation 
starter for the dinner table this weekend!  

 
Year 5/6 Rooksbury Park Residential 

Current DfE guidance does not allow us to run overnight trips or residentials, so the Y5/6 residential 
will not be going ahead in October. Before issuing refunds, we are taking some time to decide on the 
best plan B – should we book one for later in the year or seek adventurous day trips but without the 
sleepover? We hope to have finalised this decision in the next week or two and will then let you 
know about issuing refunds of any money paid. We are not requesting any further payments in the 
meantime and we will contact you as soon as we know more.  

Communication and Letters home 

Newsletters will continue to go home every Friday, as they did during lockdown. Often, only the 
primary contact holder is emailed updates and newsletters. If you would like the second contact 
(often the Dad!) to also receive updates, please email us and let us know.   
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Thank you – Year 3 

Before the summer I ‘nudged’ two parents in Year 3 to help set-up communication groups for their 
new classes, especially important for the Year 2 children who hadn’t been in school for so long. I 
would like to thank both of them for their offer, there’s no doubt it all helps and lovely to have 
parents step forward and support us.  

SCL - Wrap around care 

A reminder that our wrap around care facility is open for bookings. SCL were rated as Outstanding in 
their 2018 OFSTED at Mayhill and are well equipped to support families either on a regular basis or 
for the odd day. Booking and further information is available here: https://booking.wearescl.co.uk/  

 

Stay safe and see you soon.  

Mr May 

 

 

Quick Help Parents Guide – What to do if I think my child has symptoms of coronavirus? 

1. Don’t send them into school! Call NHS 119 and discuss their symptoms with them.  

2. The three symptoms are: 

a. High temperature or fever 

b. New continuous and persistent cough 

c. Loss of taste or smell 

3. The quickest way to get your child tested is by calling 119 and they may direct you to either a testing 

centre or a home kit. Appointments for testing centres are released at 8.00pm so it is worth calling 

shortly after for an appointment the next day. Deliveries for home kits are finalised at 8.00am daily so 

try to call before then.  

4. Siblings and direct family should also stay at home as they are likely to have had ‘close contact’.  

5. Notify the school if you are taking a test and when you get the results.   

6. At this point, we can help talk you through the next steps.  

7. If there are exceptional reasons why you are unable to seek a test, the school has test kits available to 

provide families.  

House Keeping 

Name Labels 

Please ensure that all items are clearly labelled including, coats, uniform, shoes, trainers, water 
bottles, lunch boxes etc… 

School Photographs 

School photographs will take place on Wednesday 16 September.   

https://www.wearescl.co.uk/mayhill-outstanding
https://www.wearescl.co.uk/mayhill-outstanding
https://booking.wearescl.co.uk/


Collaboration  Communication  Critical Thinking  Independence  Resilience  Respect 

 

Unfortunately, this year we are unable to allow sibling photographs to be taken with children from 
Buryfields. 

Mayhill siblings must arrive at school at 8:30am prompt as sibling photographs will be taken first. 

Absences 
If your child is absent from school, please notify the office (01256 702973) by 9am (on each day of 

absence) to confirm the reason for the absence. 

 

SCOPAY 

If your child has school lunches, please ensure that their account has at least £10 credited.  Accounts 

should not go into debt.  If you have any difficulties in using our online payment system, please call 

the office team who will be happy to help. 

 

KEY DATES 
       

September 

14th   Hampshire Music Lessons begin 

16th   Mayhill School Photographs 

17th   RockSteady Music Lessons begin   

21st   Year 6 Bikeability Week 

    

October  

5th – 9th  Walk to School Week  

26th – 30th  Half term Holidays 

 

November 

6th November  Happy Bags 
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Lunch Menu 
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