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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Well, another busy week of new school structures, staffing arrangements and government announcements! 

Update on School Structure  

As no doubt you’re aware, earlier this week, the Government announced the extremely disappointing news 

that the plan to see children return in the last month of this term is ‘not going to be possible’. At school, we 

naturally feel really saddened about this and know how much we want to see all of them back, as soon as 

possible, but as safely as possible. Equally, in the same breath, the government have advised that there may 

be further flexibility in who is invited back.  

So, with a firmer idea now of which eligible families have opted to return, we have started to look at how we 

may be able to accommodate more children – whilst adhering to all government guidance. We know we have 

the capacity to do this and so this week I have been talking with staff, governors and the Local Authority to 

help us plan the best way forward.  

The biggest difficulty we face is that, until such time that the government’s Coronavirus act 2020 is changed, 

we are still being told we cannot offer school places to anyone other than year 6 pupils, children of key 

workers and those who meet the definition of ‘vulnerable. In an infant school, this would be children in YR, 1 

and those who meet the same criteria. The Local Authority are anticipating the Education Secretary will clarify 

his suggestion that schools ‘might have flexibility’ to open to more children at some point next week but as it 

stands, we don’t know what this means. Will they advise for children in one particular year group to be 

prioritised, or will there will be new eligibility criteria (e.g. those with SEN or those who are in receipt of free 

school meals) or maybe each school will be allowed to determine its own structure. They may decide to 

change the social distancing from 2m to 1m or may announce radical plans for something new over the 

summer. And so, until we receive this guidance, the worst thing would be to prepare any child for a possible 

return and then have to reverse our decision, so sadly a little more patience is needed.   

What would really help us is knowing your current viewpoint on whether you would be happy for your child to 

return, should ‘flexibility’ allow for this. Having this indication will mean when the time comes, we can create 

the best structure that meets your needs. To do this, please can you click on this link and we’d welcome any 

other general comments you have. 

Other Matters… 

Year 6: This week, we have welcomed back two more of our Year 6 children which has resulted in them being 

split into 3 small bubbles. The decision to split 6M into two groups was not initially the best news, but there 

were a few happy fist pumps when they found out they’d be staying largely in gender groups. I think the boys 

were most pleased by this! We now have 31 children in school each day with four more due to return in the 

next few weeks. Year 6 will remain in these three bubbles until the end of term.  

https://www.mayhill.hants.sch.uk/survey/?pid=2&form=33
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Transition news: Mrs Ellison, Head of Year 7 at Robert Mays will be coming into speak to each bubble on the 

afternoon of Transition Morning (7th July) to help answer any questions and reassure them about the 

transition process.  

Year 5: Year 5 are remaining in one bubble next week, but we know that this will grow to two bubbles the 

following week as those who are part-time return to full-time or those who meet the eligibility decide to 

return.   

Year 4: No changes for Year 4 next week. They will continue to be taught by their class teachers.  

Year 3: Year 3 will now be moving into two separate bubbles as from Monday, each taught by their class 

teacher, with Mrs Johnson covering any release time.  

Helping your child ‘catch-up’ 

There is no doubt there is a growing concern amongst families whose children remain at home about their 

education, their socialisation and how they will feel returning if they don’t come back before the summer. I 

totally understand this and feel frustrated in what we are able to offer in supporting you and your child.  

Last week the government mentioned the idea of summer schooling or catch-up programs and there have 

been some quite alarming media reports that suggest that without this our children might be permanently 

damaged. Assuming children return in September, they will have missed a total of 14 weeks of school (not six 

months as is being reported) which is broadly equivalent to a term. Parents might be interested in research 

studies where this has happened before and what the long term impact was.  

John Hattie, who is hugely well-known throughout education, published a report in April that drew together 

research after children missed a term of schooling in New Zealand following an earthquake. In his work he 

found that on return, through clever planned curriculum coverage, there was a net zero impact on children’s 

education as teachers were freed to focus on the core skills that really mattered, because attitudes to 

schooling improved including learning attitudes and children’s commitment to want to learn, and attendance 

rates improved. It’s only one opinion, but worth reading. Click here.  

Whatever your own opinion, I am confident we are well placed to support your child’s return, no matter when 

it is, or what their home learning experience has been, and we have started work on mapping out how this will 

work throughout the Autumn term. Children will still need stretching and challenge provided whilst others will 

need additional support – this much hasn’t changed. As soon as we have this prepared, you’ll be very welcome 

to come in (hopefully!) and join us so that we support each other on the things that matter.  

CHANGE OF DATE: INSET Day: Wednesday 22nd July 

As there will be a significant amount of work required to ensure we can re-plan for the autumn term, 

especially in light of the different learning experiences the children have had, the Governors have approved 

that the final day of term, Wednesday 22nd July to now be an INSET and the final day for any children in school 

will be Tuesday 21st July, finishing at 1.00pm.   

Mr May 

Can you help – end of year class photos 

Unfortunately, due to the current restrictions in place, we are unable to invite the school photographer in to 

take the end of year class photographs.  However, we would love for the children to have a class photograph!  

Therefore we’d like to ask if any of our parents or carers have any skills in this area and would be happy to 

https://corwin-connect.com/2020/04/visible-learning-effect-sizes-when-schools-are-closed-what-matters-and-what-does-not/


Collaboration  Communication  Critical Thinking  Independence  Resilience  Respect 

 

help us?  If you would be able to assist us in creating a class montage for each class from photographs sent in, 

please contact the school office to discuss further (adminoffice@mayhill.hants.sch.uk or 01256 702973) 

 
 
Camo Day 2020 - Friday 19th June 
 

 
 
Although Camo Day won't look exactly has it done in previous years, it still promises to be a fun day for 
everyone whether you are at home or at school. Please wear your camouflage clothing to school or send us 
some photos via Seesaw of you wearing it at home. All of the learning activities next Friday will be camo / RAF 
themed so get ready for a great day!  
 
If you or your child feel that by joining in these activities, it might bring home the fact they are not in school 
and possibly upset them, you have our full support in opting out. It’s a difficult balancing act and we’re very 
aware of not over-posting what is happening in school, whilst wanting to keep everyone feeling included. 
Ultimately you as parents are best placed to make this judgement.  

 
Looking at the picture above, can you guess who each staff member is ready for Friday’s Camo day? 

 

Staying Safe Online and Safe-Guarding Children 

With 'Lockdown' seeing a rise in the number of children using digital media as a way of communicating with 
their friends we thought it probably best to remind everyone of the need to stay safe online. Throughout the 
school year we regularly revisit E-Safety to remind the children about how to talk to each other and the 
importance of not talking to strangers. 

Alongside this, we would refocus on the message of how important it is to keep our personal information 
private. In school next week and for home learning we are asking every child in school to complete the online 
relationships activity set on SeeSaw. This activity is aimed at ensuring children are able to recognise when a 
message or something online- in a game, on social media or on a website gives them that ‘Uh Oh’ feeling, or 
makes them feel sad or worried, and how important it is to share how they are feeling with a trusted adult. 

mailto:adminoffice@mayhill.hants.sch.uk
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Why not also have a look at the Mayhill Website and click on the CEOP link at the bottom of the page or have a 
look at this link.   

Thank you for all of your support - we are still all in this together and we really value this. 

 

Guess the Staff Member 
 

 I was born in Devon, but grew up in Cornwall. 

 I love spending time with my husband walking - we love the Lake District, Devon and Cornwall. 

 I spend lots of time with my goddaughter Tilly and my godson Otto. 

 I studied at Brighton University alongside another current member of the Mayhill staff!  

 I can be found playing hockey whenever possible!  
 
Who am I...  

 

 

KEY DATES 
      June 

19th   Camo Day: Please do dress up and take part in this whole school event.  

22nd    Whole School Art Competition. 

22nd    Science Week: Prepare for a daily doase of Science, at school or at home.  

26th    Non Uniform Day.  

       

     July 

3rd    Non Uniform Day.  

      6th    Years 5 & 6 to start learning on Sex, relationships education (details will follow)  

      7th   Transition morning: Information sent home to parents about next year.   

      10th   School reports go home   

      10th   Sports Day: Further details will follow.  

      13th   Art Week: Monday 13th – Wednesday 15th for ALL pupils 

17th    Non Uniform Day.  

21st    Last Day of Term  (finish time 1pm) 

22nd    INSET Day 

 

School Uniform 

Order online at www.michaelhope.co.uk  

IMPORTANT DATES FOR ORDERING  

Free school delivery: Monday 15th June 2020 – Order before this date for uniform to 

be delivered to school, ready for collection week commencing 6th July 2020.  

Home delivery: 1 st August 2020 – Order before this date for delivery to home 

before the start of September term. Any orders placed after 1st August cannot be guaranteed by the start of 

term. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/8_10/stay-safe/
http://www.michaelhope.co.uk/
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Pupils of the Week 

This week has finally seen those of us in school getting back into a routine – I know from many of the 
comments we have heard from parents that this has also been the case for those studying at home too. Across 

the years it has been lovely to see such effort go into not just their English and Maths work but also into the 
home learning tasks set too with super French, musical raps and habitat investigations to name just a few. 

Please continue to encourage your child to complete the other curriculum subjects on page 2 and page 3 of 
the home learning sheets. 

As per last week we have chosen a mixture of children, both from our home learners and our school bubbles 
and know that you will join us in celebrating the following stars!  

Year 3 Pupils of the Week 

Isla Williams for her resilient and positive attitude on her return to school this week. 
  

Ethan J for his independent attitude to home learning and a great response to this week’s Year 3 residential 
task. 

  
Sienna M for completely her home learning enthusiastically, creatively and with beautiful presentation 

  
Year 4 Pupils of the Week 

Imogen A for getting involved and enjoying our PE - and for taking so many wickets in cricket! 
  

Emma G for her continued superb effort in home learning AND for producing a wonderful poem which inspired 
us all. 

  
Ethan M for demonstrating great sportsmanship in all PE and for encouraging others. 

  
Erin B for putting so much effort into her English Magic Box poem and for making us smile with her thoughtful 

word choices. 
  

Year 5 Pupils of the Week 

Inka R for her ingenuity and kindness in helping her friend with her language skills 
  

Tattie M for always completing her work to a very high standard and for working independently on projects at 
home 

  
Kayleigh K for her excellent attitude, behaviour and hard work at school. Well done Kayleigh! 

  

Year 6 Pupils of the Week 

Jess C for being a role model at all times to our year 6 bubble and for following social distancing rules well and 
helping others with this 

  
Freddie B for writing and performing an amazing rap and for showing fantastic progress in his handwriting 

  
Thea for complete dedication and for producing some fantastic science and PSHE work this week. 

 
Summer G for showing amazing enthusiasm and effort in PE, especially when playing rounders - what a great 

sporting role model. 
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George G for excellent contribution towards class PSHE discussions, showing empathy and support towards 

others.  

House Points 

Another wonderful week at Mayhill – we’ve loved seeing all of the different work and projects across 

the school and at home – we’re so proud of everything you have achieved Mayhill! 

This week’s house point totals 

Puma – 304  Merlin – 413   Chinook – 522  Sea King – 408 

The winning house this week is Chinook, well done again! 

School Year Totals 

Puma – 9729  Merlin – 10,316  Chinook – 10,107 Sea King – 10,099 

 

Drowning Prevention Week 12-19 June 2020 

FREE downloadable resources from the Royal Life Saving Society UK 
(RLSS UK) – keeping families safe around water this year: 

In a bid to support pupils and families know how to keep themselves and 
others safe, we’re 
encouraging parents and guardians to take advantage of the FREE 
downloadable water safety 
resources, produced for RLSS UK’s annual Drowning Prevention Week 
campaign. 

The impact of COVID-19 has already seen emergency services additionally stretched; with beach 
lifeguard patrols restrained, water safety skills, and a common sense approach to being around 
water, have never been more necessary. 
 
Drowning still remains an issue across the UK and Ireland: it can happen to anyone of any age, with 
around 700 people sadly losing their life in avoidable drowning incidents, each year. 
RLSS UK, the Charity who aims to help everybody enjoy the water, safely, fears that a mix of the 
warm weather, coupled with more people travelling and the reduced supervision around water, 
could lead to summer tragedies. 
 
RLSS UK’s resources will empower family members to be their own lifeguards; helping you to 
recognise risks, what to do minimise the chance of an accident, and how to respond confidently and 
effectively, in an emergency situation. 
 
Drowning Prevention Week was launched by RLSS UK seven years ago; it is a week of national 
awareness-raising campaigning that encourages parents, schools, leisure centres, community groups 
and businesses, to use the FREE resources and teach their local communities how to enjoy the 
water, safely. 
 
To access RLSS UK’s resources and start enjoying your water safety journey, visit the RLSS UK’s 
website here. 
#EnjoyWaterSafely 

https://www.rlss.org.uk/drowning-prevention-week
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