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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been lovely this week to see a return to normal lessons in class. As you walk around the school, 
perhaps the most noticeable observation is the quality of discussion taking place; whether this be 
between pairs, working collaboratively in a group or their class teacher challenging the first answers 
and helping children to choose the right words to express their thoughts and ideas.  I have no doubt 
all of this helped to inspire some amazing, but rather worrying, World’s Worst Teacher descriptions in 
English classes last week. Well done to Alienna, Flo, Ethan and Nina whose wicked descriptions have 
been chosen for this week’s newsletter.   
 

Contingency planning  
 
As a school, we are finalizing our contingency plan for such a time where a child may need to self-
isolate or where a class, year group or whole school closure is required.  
 
This week, we have asked all the children to help us understand more about whether they are able 
access online learning at home, whether there is a spare device and whether they can log onto 
Seesaw. Last week we had an offer in from the Rotary club of Odiham and Hook offering laptops to 
any families who may require this support, so please do contact us if this would help.  
 
In the case of partial or whole school closure, we will use Seesaw, the National Oak Academy and of 
course your child already has CGP workbooks. Children will be taught how to access and use Seesaw 
in their computing lessons and their half termly homework tasks are already set on this platform so 
they know how to use this for home learning, if needed. We obviously hope that this planning does 
not need to come into action, but I hope it reassures you that we are in a position where we are 
prepared.  
 

Coughs and colds 
 
It may only be the second week back but I am aware it hasn’t taken long for some of our children to 
get a cold or sore throat (nothing else!). Hopefully a weekend of rest and good weather will help and 
we can see all the children return next week. However, the topic of what to do if a child has a cough 
has been discussed a lot at school.  The NHS states a cough should be considered as a symptom of 
coronavirus if it meets this description:  

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours 

 
If you remove your child from school for what you believe to be coronavirus symptoms i.e. a cough 
that fits this description, as per the guidance, they are not permitted to return to school without 



Collaboration  Communication  Critical Thinking  Independence  Resilience  Respect 

 

either a negative test, or advice from your GP/NHS111 or until they have finished a 10 day period of 
isolation (at which point the rest of the house should isolate for 14 days).  
 

The Department for Education coronavirus (COVID-19) helpline is available to answer questions 

about coronavirus (COVID-19) relating to education and children’s social care. Staff, parents and 

young people can contact this helpline by calling: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 

Opening hours: 

Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm 

 
Reminder about Snacks and water bottles  
 
Please may we remind all families that break time snacks should be identified as healthy snacks i.e. 
low sugar or fat content such as fresh fruit or vegetables (A gentle reminder that we are a nut free 
school).  At Mayhill, we are not able to provide children with free fruit and it can be a long morning, 
so please do send your children in with their fresh fruit or vegetable snacks to keep them going until 
lunchtime.   
 
Please ensure all children come to school with a water bottle. In class, children may only drink water 
(not squash – unless previously agreed for health reasons).  
  
Uniform Policy  
 
As it is the start of the year, I would like to remind you of our uniform policy. We pride ourselves with 
our uniform and want to see it consistently applied.  Children should wear black shoes (not trainers) 
to school and hair that is shoulder length should be tied back for safety and hygiene reasons. No 
jewellery, rubber wrist bands or necklaces should be worn except for stud earrings.  
 

Music 

Music still fills the corridors at Mayhill even with the current government restrictions regarding 
singing in large groups. Our singing assemblies will no doubt be up and running the moment we 
receive more guidance. Year 5 have started their weekly music lessons led by Mrs McLaughlin and are 
excited to start to learn the ukulele - thank you to FoMs for funding a class set of ukuleles. 

 
Our Hampshire Music service and Rock Steady lesson have officially begun for the 
autumn term and it is fantastic to see those that take part getting back into the 
swing of things. This year we must thank Odiham Music Foundation again for 
their kind bursary contributions; they have enabled five Mayhill pupils to pick up a 
bursary to learn an instrument for the year. We only have one bursary space left 
for strings, woodwind, vocals or guitar. If your child is interested in receiving the 
year bursary, please contact the office, so that we can start them off on their 
musical journey. 
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If your child is interested in beginning music lessons with Hampshire Music Services, we still have 

spaces available for in our vocal, wood-wind (flute / Saxophone), violin and guitar classes.  The cost of 

the tuition is £91 per term.  Please contact a member of the office team for further information. 

 

Important House Keeping 
Absences 
 
If your child is absent from school, you must notify the office (01256 702973) by 9am on their first 

day of absence, to inform us of the reason for their absence.  You must call the office on each 

subsequent day of absence, unless you have agreed otherwise with a member of the office team. 

Please let us know if the reason they are absent is related to coronavirus symptoms.  

 
Name Labels 
 
Please ensure that all items are clearly labelled including, coats, uniform, shoes, trainers, water 
bottles, lunch boxes etc… 
 

SCOPAY 

 

If your child has school lunches, please ensure that their account has at least £12 credited.  Accounts 

should not go into debt.  If you have any difficulties in using our online payment system, please call 

the office team who will be happy to help. 

 

 

 

Wonderful work!  
 

 

A short extract from a 

lovely piece of writing by 

Alienna, 3S! 
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A homework cannon – now that’s a 

good idea for Mayhill Flo! 4B 

 

 

 

 

PE every morning 

– could this be Joe 

Wicks in disguise?! 

Well done Ethan, 

5S. 
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Beneath the beauty lies 

a very different kind of 

teacher – what a 

brilliant but sinister 

description of a world’s 

worst teacher Nina, 6R.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Dates 
       

September 
14th    Start of Year 6 Bread Project 
21st   Year 6 Bikeability Week 
   
October  
5th – 9th  Walk to School Week  
26th – 30th  Autumn half term holidays 
 
November 
6th   Happy Bags 
 
December 
21st – 1st January  Christmas Holiday     
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January 
4th     Inset day 
 
February  
15th – 19th   Spring half-term holiday 
 
March   
 
April      
2nd- 16th   Easter holiday 
 
May 
31st – 4th June  Summer half term holiday 
 
June 
7th   Inset day 
 
July 
23rd    Last day of term 
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Lunch Menu 
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