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MAYHILL 
JUNIOR SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER   |    ISSUE NO 35|  23RD JULY 2021  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It’s a privileged position being Head Teacher at Mayhill, even in difficult years like this one. Whilst 
others work from home, we feed off the energy, kindness and enthusiasm of each child and get to 
see them grow and develop academically, emotionally and socially. They are a wonderful group of 
children with enormous potential to make a positive difference in the world and this year they have 
amazed me in many ways with their resilience and positive outlook. The long term effects of 
lockdown are unknown, but I do believe together – and I very much include your home learning and 
hours of support in this – we should be proud of what we have achieved and go forward into next 
term with every bit of optimism for a successful year ahead.   
 
Mayhill – you have done yourself proud this year and I look forward to welcoming you back on the 
first day of term in September.    
 
Have a wonderful summer break.  
 
Mr May 

Thank you!  
There are too many people to individually thank for their contributions to life at Mayhill and the 
willingness of so many people to come and be part of the team here makes this a special place to 
work. However, I must in particular say a big thank you to Sarah Davis who leaves us this year after 
many years of support and initiating so many of our PTA events. Thank you also to Katie Bleathman 
and all of our FOMs team of helpers, I know it hasn’t been easy to fund raise this year yet you have 
still managed it. Thank you to our padres, in particular Helen Chatfield for leading reflection every 
Tuesday, Mrs Pratt for leading a historical tour and to the charities that help support the school with 
different proejcts, in particular the Rotary Club, Odiham Consolidated Chairties and Odiham Music 
Foundation.  

A message from the Chair of Governors 
All the governors at Mayhill Junior School would like to wish you a safe, relaxing and enjoyable 
summer holiday. We appreciate it has been a topsy turvy year but think that the children have been 
totally brilliant at adapting to all the different rules and changes in routine and thank you as parents 
for supporting the school in this. A huge thank you must go to all the Mayhill staff, both teaching, 
support and office staff, capably led by Mr May, in tirelessly planning and adapting to the strange 
new normal that has been this year. I think you will agree that the icing on the cake for this term has 
been the fact that the Upper School production has been able to go ahead. Along with the amazing, 
creative stage setting,  both the children and teachers have spent this week putting on a superb 
performance. Thanks must also go to FOMs for supporting the evening performances too. 
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It is the time of year, where we would like to wish the current Year 6s best of luck in their Year 7 
journeys, where ever they may be going; you have been a delightful, hardworking and conscientious 
year group and I'm sure, will be successful at whatever you do. We also look forward to welcoming 
our new Year 3s in September. 
We hope you enjoy this summer holiday, spending time with family and friends and look forward to 
seeing you again in September. 
 

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS 

Camo Day 
Last week, as part of our annual Camo Day, we focused our attention on ‘Women in the Forces’ with 
an aim of broadening the children’s understanding of the roles available and dispelling some of the 
stereotypes that exist. Led by Flight Sergeant Glenister-Hobbs, we were joined by nine ladies who all 
work in different roles within the RAF, Navy and Army. Together they spoke about their roles which 
were hugely diverse and included firefighters, aircraft technicians, IT support, army drivers, navy 
police officers, air traffic control and RAF police.  

Although our year 5 and 6 were self-isolating, year 3 and 4 were present and the assembly was live 
streamed to 100 homes. They spoke with confidence, enthusiasm and a real passion for their jobs and 
I know from speaking to the children, made a really positive impression on everyone – staff and pupils!  

That afternoon, the children then enjoyed an afternoon of activities led by two of our school 
governors, Luke Meldon and Steve Jones, both of whom worked tirelessly to organise the event 
amongst many other commitments. The children were drilled, completed assault courses, explored 
the equipment and shot rockets into the air! It really was a quite brilliant afternoon.  
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Artist in Residence - Year 4 
This week, artist Darrell Wakelam visited our school to talk 
about his work as a travelling artist and to work with the year 
4 children on a project all about Odiham. He showed them 
how to be creative (without making a mess!) and inspired 
them to create a 3D image of the main landmarks of Odiham.  
The children cannot wait to show this to you in person next 
term!  

Aladdin – a whole new show! 

Our year 5 and 6 and 6 pupils braved the heat and once again 
put on a performance to be proud of. With no opportunity to 
practice in person, Mrs McLauhglin led the online dress 
rehearsals and the children performed with exceptional 
confidence and enthusiasm. Well done to everyone involved.  

DVD/USB: if you ordered a copy of this year’s production, they will be available for pick-up on 10th 
August at 10.00am from the front of school or alternatiely from the school office on the ISNET days 
in September.  

 

The Living Rainforest – Year 5 

Year 5 enjoyed a fabulous visit to the Living Rainforest where they learnt so 
much about the different species which inhabit these precious environments. 
The children all chatted about the different creatures and how well they were 
camouflaged. We were exceptionally interested to learn that, a poison tree 
frog is not always poisonous. It is only poisonous if the diet it eats, creates a 
poison within the frog’s body!  One of the biggest highlights of the trip though, 
was actually seeing Cinnamon the sloth – it was such a delight to see the 
beams on the children’s faces!  
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Back in school we have been delighted with the children’s oil pastel, rainforest animal artwork. 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
   
         
                              Iso – 5OH 
 

 
                                                                                        Emily M – 5S   
 
 
Japanese Masks - Year 3 
Inspired by the visit from artist Darrell Wakelam, 
Year 3 have been using a number of techniques 
to create Japanese style masks (linked to the 
upcoming Olympics).  The children learnt about 
the different types of Japanese masks, such as 
Oni (demons) and kitsune (foxes), and what they 
represent in Japanese culture. There were a 
number of stages involved in the creative 
process, including creating 3D shapes, painting, 
and some very messy paper mache, but their 
final pieces look wonderful and will be on display 
in the hall for all to see. 
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Game. Set. Match!  Tennis Lessons At Odiham Tennis Club. 

It has been a pleasure to take advantage of our local 
connections and provide tennis lesson at Odiham tennis 
club this term. Coach Andrew has had the good fortune to 
teach every class at Mayhill since the beginning of the 
summer term, and the children have thoroughly enjoyed 
his coaching skills.  
Teachers have 
been on hand 
to support the 
classes, and 
tennis courts 

have even been put up in the playground at Mayhill due 
to popular demand! The children have learnt how to 
serve, how to return using a variety of different strokes 
and can even start scoring. It has certainly been a popular 
part of our PE curriculum, and we look forward to 
continuing with tennis next year. 
 
 
Bug Hotels – Year 4 
 

Year 4 have been designing bug 
hotels as part of DT and and 
science. They studied how 
different mini-beasts prefer 
different environments in which to 
live in. We were particularly 
impressed with their imaginative 
approach to the designs, their 
superb collaborative skills and the 
respect for the environment when 
placing their hotels around the school grounds. They are all very eager to 

see what moves in over the summer holidays.  
 
 

INFORMATION FOR NEXT TERM 

 
This week, we have sent out a provisional guide to the new start times and pick up times for children 
in September. This is available here. Should there be any changes, we will let you know on the INSET 
days in September.  
 
There has been an increase in the number of children wearing trainers in the last few weeks. Please 
can I remind parents to ensure their child has school shoes in plenty of time for the start of term. 
Children who do not have school shoes will be asked to wear black plimsolls until such time they do 
have school shoes. Thank you.  
 
Reporting a positive covid case to the school up to and Sunday 25th July.  

https://www.mayhill.hants.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/letters/D707D0B8C7F2A786CCF6BD18539610C6.pdf
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If your child tests positive, through a PCR or LFD test, in the 48 hours after school breaks up (any time 
on Saturday or Sunday), please notify the school via adminoffice@mayhill.hants.sch.uk.  
 
We do not need to be notified of any positive cases during the sumer holidays after this point.  

 

OTHER NEWS 

Before school French Lessons 

Madame Mutch is moving on at the end of the year and is currently supporting the school in finding a 

replacement. Further information will be provided in the new term. However, if you are are fluent in 

French and have experience leading small group fench lessons – and would be interested in running 

advance French classes, we would love to hear from you.  

Sports Day 

For a few photos of the day, please visit our school gallery.  

https://www.mayhill.hants.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=3&gcatid=2&albumid=61  

Mayhill Parent Communication Survey 

Our Governors would be grateful if you could take some time to complete a short online survey 
about our communications to parents.  Here’s the link 
https://www.mayhill.hants.sch.uk/survey/?pid=7&form=152 

Lower School Arts and Crafts Club 

 
We have had lots of fun in Y3/Y4 Arts and Crafts club this term. The children made a variety of 
amazing pieces such as mosaics, clay pinch pots and fairy houses! One of the highlights was 
pretending we were on the beach with our Summer Seaside photo frames. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:adminoffice@mayhill.hants.sch.uk
https://www.mayhill.hants.sch.uk/gallery/?pid=3&gcatid=2&albumid=61
https://www.mayhill.hants.sch.uk/survey/?pid=7&form=152
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Lego Club  
In Lego Club this term we have had great 
fun whilst completing a series of 
challenges. The children created their 
names using Lego, tried to make the 
tallest free-standing tower and designed a 
building to create a mini village! In our 
final 2 weeks we designed and made a 
working Lego clock which the children 
have taken home to keep! Lots of the 
challenges required them to work 
collaboratively in pairs or small groups and 
I have to say that the communication and 
respect they showed to each other whilst 
designing and building was incredible.  
They all had lots of ideas which they managed to merge together successfully into one build.   
Well done Y3 Lego Club!  Mrs Johnson 

Ceramics Club  

The children made some fabulous hanging garden 
ornaments this term in Ceramics Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hampshire School Nursing Team  

Please click here to access the Hampshire School Nursing Keeping Safe Summer Newsletter for 
parents of primary aged children.  The newsletter explains how to access healthcare for sick children 
and keeping your child safe throughout the summer holidays. 

The Week Junior Digital Edition 

During the holidays, if you’d like free acess to The Week Junior (digital edition), please see below 
information on how to access it. 

Your voucher code is: TWJ5723MNO - 
  
How to access The Week Junior app: 

https://www.mayhill.hants.sch.uk/_site/data/files/documents/newsletters/12F4E3A00E74CB0E65B558A039CFF97C.pdf
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 Download our app on your iOS or Android device by searching "The Week 
Junior" in the iOS App Store or Google Play 

  If you had already downloaded the app, please ensure you are viewing using 
the latest version 

 To log into the app, select the 3 dots in the top right corner, select ‘Account’, 
select ‘Voucher codes’ and enter your voucher code shown above 

The digital edition can also be accessed online to view in your browser 
at magazine.theweekjunior.co.uk. To log in, select the head icon, select ‘Have you got a 
voucher code?’ and enter your code. If you have any problems with logging in, please 
contact learn@theweekjunior.co.uk.  

  

 

 

FRIENDS OF MAYHILL 

Friends of Mayhill welcomes all new committee members & helpers.  
Your help is hugely appreciated so please get involved.  

 
 
FOM 
 
Thank you to you all, for your support, donations and help over the last academic year. Hope 
everyone has a wonderful summer break and see you in September! 
 
Village Connect Trail - Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th September 
 
The Hook & Odiham Lions have organised a sponsored walk, on public footpaths, around Hook, 
Odiham and Hartley Wintney. Stamping stations along the Trail will allow participants to capture 
proof of passage on their map and money collected will be donated to the local schools to support 
their wish lists. The Trail will be targeted at the local schools but members of the public will also be 
very welcome so please spread this event far and wide. The event will include a children’s photo 
competition taken from the Trail and Gold/Silver/Bronze medals will be awarded to the highest 
individual/family sponsorships in each school. Buryfields will shortly have a Just Giving Page for this 
event but for more information and to register please visit - 
https://www.hookandodihamlions.co.uk/villagetrailwalk.html 
 
GNR Sponsership Request 

My name is Laura Johnson and I am an HLTA at Mayhill, 
working over all year groups.  I have worked at Mayhill 
since 2018 following a move here from Cyprus with my 
Husband's role in the RAF and my son is in the current 
Y6.  In September I am running the Great North Run and 
have decided to run to raise money for the school to go 
towards creating a new entrance to our wildlife area and 
pond.  I have run the GNR a couple of times before and 
being from Newcastle, it is always an emotional run as I 

https://subs.theweekjunior.co.uk/optiext/optiextension.dll?ID=VnmVi6RmHn2LqEcjjCMwgEyJhHJWSKhicvE5KkEjufuYR0LFhEmzgwkYieOfdLNi4NqcCK%2B2MMZWduK_bDaDBYF0VSrw9nua1AxBpkp7
https://subs.theweekjunior.co.uk/optiext/optiextension.dll?ID=VnmVoZ2rUYS9lh16aKcU8t8IzTx5_1IQHL4O4kIYHzjua4KFg2qTH%2BlEr8NeSezl2OIB8g1OUEwuZiq6JnUn28DncR2hc9Ign7oedxVr
https://www.hookandodihamlions.co.uk/villagetrailwalk.html
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cross the Tyne Bridge!  My training hasn't quite gone to plan as my broken toe from last year has 
been giving me some problems, but we are all go!! I should have been running with my Husband 
and my Dad, but Richard is now deployed to Iraq in August and so I will hopefully complete the 
course with my dad, if he is well enough at the time. 
 
I would be graetful of any donations towards my run so that we can create an accessible outdoor 
learning space for our childre.  Here is my JustGiving 
link  https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/laura-johnson-620?utm_term=eV2RpkVXR 
 
Thank you! 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/laura-johnson-620?utm_term=eV2RpkVXR
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