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Flintstones: Fact or Fiction? 

 

As we welcome our brand new children to Mayhill this term, 
our new topic will have a history focus.  We will be learning 
all about The Stone Age and its three periods: Palaeolithic, 
Mesolithic and Neolithic.  We began the topic by finding out 
what we already knew about The Stone Age, comparing 
fiction and reality using the Flintstones as an example.  We 
have learnt about chronology and how this is an important factor in the study of history.  
Following on from this, we’ve explored Stone Age houses, comparing and contrasting how the 

structures changed as new materials were available and skills were 
developed.  In Art we are looking at cave paintings, creating our 
own designs using charcoal and colour washes.  In Science we will 
be studying different types of rocks and soils and their uses.  This 
will progress onto looking at the formation of fossils.  To support 
this topic, all of Year 3 will be going to Ufton Court in early October 
where, amongst other activities, we will take part in Neolithic Life 
workshops throughout the day.  

 
 

English 
We began this half term by exploring the book ‘Stone Age Boy’ by Satoshi Kitamura, 
which we used to help us create our own narratives with vivid descriptions.  We are now moving 
on to develop our explanation writing in the form of an information leaflet, as we explain how 
Stone Age people lived.  Our English lessons will also incorporate spelling and grammar elements; 
for example this half term we will be focusing on using a wide range of punctuation as well as 
adverbial and prepositional phrases to show when, how or where the action is being done. 
 
Maths 
Our very first maths topic focuses on number and place value. This includes partitioning numbers, 
looking at the value of each digit in a 3 digit number, representing numbers in a variety of ways, 
ordering and comparing numbers, as well as adding and subtracting 10 and 100 to given 
numbers. Towards the end of this half term we will move on to recapping the strategies for each 
area of addition and subtraction, using and applying new skills within the contexts of problems. 
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We will then progress onto estimating answers to maths questions and looking into missing 
number problems. 
 
PE/Games 
Children do PE twice a week, each session lasting an 
hour. It is very important that they have their kit in 
school on those days.  Please be aware that your 
child will be asked to borrow kit from the office if 
they do not have their own.  If your child is unable, 
due to a medical reason, to take part in PE please 
ensure that a letter is sent in to their class teacher. 
Year 3 have their PE lessons on the following days: 
 Tuesday: Outdoor – Multiskills  
 Thursday: Indoor – OAA. 

However, please ensure their kit is in school every 
day, just in case of bad weather delaying a session.  

 
Homework 
Following parent and student input, we 
have re-structured our homework 
system this year.  The children will be 

tested on their times tables (Friday) and spellings 
(Wednesday) weekly, and reading at least four times a week is still requested. However, instead 
of our weekly homework, the children will now be provided with a home learning sheet which 
allows them to choose a combination of tasks to complete over half term. These can be handed in 
at any point during the half term and will be converted into house points.  
 

How you can help your child: 
* We love seeing any research/extra work that your child has completed in addition to homework 
regarding our topic.  Please feel free to bring this in to share with the rest of the class! 
* A website we enjoy using in class is http://www.topmarks.co.uk which has activities for a wide 
range of subject areas including Maths, English and Science. 
 

Reading: Research tells us that children should still read with an adult on challenging but 
enjoyable texts every week. Year 3 have been sent home with a reading record book with spaces 
to sign each time they read at home.  In an ideal world, we would like your child to read at least 
four times a week and to have this recorded in their reading diary.  
 
Come and Join us! 
We would really appreciate additional support with hearing readers in Year 3. If you can spare 
anytime during the afternoon to come in and listen to children read please contact your class 
teacher.  
 
We are all very much looking forward to an exciting half term.  If you have any questions or 
comments about your child’s learning, do come in and see us!  Our doors are always open. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
The Year Three Team: 
Mr Barry and Miss Sutton 

Dates for the diary: 
 

Wednesday 18th September – Individual black and 
white photos 

 
Monday, 23rd September – Clubs begin 

 
Monday 30th September – INSET DAY 

 
Friday, 5th October – Pentathlon 

 
Friday 18th October –  

Ufton Court trip  
 

Wednesday 23rd and Thursday 24th October – Parents’ 
Evening 

 
WC 28th October- Half Term 

 
Monday 4th November – INSET DAY 

 
Tuesday 5th November – Back to school 
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