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MAYHILL 
JUNIOR SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER   |    ISSUE NO 20|  29TH JANUARY 2021  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

This week we have heard from a number of parents who have let us know that their child is struggling more 
and more with engaging in their home learning, or feeling like they cannot complete it all. I know in my own 
house with two qualified teachers doing their best, we continue to see days where they don’t want to do 
anything and there are times our voice is the last one they want to hear. And yes, it can impact bedtime 
routines for ours too! And so, with the latest government announcement also in mind, detailed below are 
some changes we will be introducing to our remote learning offer from next week which we hope may be of 
some help. 
 
Reduced number of afternoon activities 
Firstly, a huge well done - the number of children completing their English and Maths tasks every day is nearly 
always over 80% from each class and we know this will really help when it’s time to return to school. We know 
there are some of you have children completing work on paper packs too and are do a great job helping your 
child engage.  
 
But we can see by the levels of engagement for afternoon lessons that by the time of the fourth lesson, less 
children are completing the work that is being set as they are often still working on their reading, TTRS, 
spellings or other activities set from earlier in the day. And so, from next week, we will be reducing the 
number of activities we post for the afternoon whilst still maintaining at least four hours of learning time a 
day. We also know that the teachers want to do their very best for every lesson and offer as much feedback as 
possible, so reducing the overall number of lessons will help them to do that. A timetable for each year group 
is now available on our school website under the Remote Learning tab.  
 
For children who are not in school and have special educational needs, we are also reviewing how we might be 
able to offer more 1-1 dialogue with your child’s teacher each week after February half term and will let you 
know more in due course.  
 
Monday Assembly and PSHE lessons 
To help your child engage in their home learning, we strongly recommend they log onto the two live sessions 
each week. The reason for this is that it is a chance for your child to hear us talk directly to them and reinforce 
the messages I am sure you are giving them about positive attitude, encouraging each other and doing their 
best with their work.  All links to any live sessions are now posted onto your child’s Seesaw account the 
morning of the session at 7.30am.  
 
Government Announcement and school places after February half term 
The Prime Minister announced on Wednesday that the reopening of schools will not happen before Monday 
8th March and that schools will find out two weeks earlier (on Monday 22nd February) whether we are allowed 
to reopen or whether there will be further closure. As soon as we know if we can reopen, we will of course let 
you know, but I can imagine this wasn’t met positively by many of you in your household. Do hang in there and 
let’s keep our fingers crossed that we are only four school weeks away from pupils returning to school.  
 
Mayhill will remain closed during February half term and will reopen again after half term under the same 
terms as it is now. If your child is already attending school, you do not need to reconfirm their place unless you 
are making changes to which days they are coming in.  
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INSET Days 2021-22 
We are now in a position to confirm that Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd September will be INSET days at Mayhill. 
Therefore, the first day back for children will be Monday 6th September 2021.  

 
 

Recorded Lessons vs Live teaching  
 

This week I spent some time speaking with families about their home learning and each time I do, I find out 

more and more about the constraints and challenges they face which otherwise I wouldn’t have known.  

One example is a family who currently have one child at Buryfields, one at Mayhill and the eldest at Robert 

Mays. Home schooling one child can be challenging, let alone three children all accessing different curriculums. 

As they are finding out, children in Early years and KS1 will undoubtedly spend more of their learning time 

away from the screen but still needing guidance by their teachers and the adults at home. Here at Mayhill, 

children are a more independent but still need a little adult support to access the teaching. And then at 

secondary, children will log on independently to their live teaching for their five lessons a day. And so for this 

family, the flexibility that comes from pre-recorded lessons helps them to organise their day in a way that 

ensures all children get the support when they need it.  

I’ve also spoken to a family who are currently tackling the challenge of supporting their children at home 

whilst having to deliver live lessons themselves to the children they teach at a different school - from the same 

living space. I can’t imagine how difficult this must be! And so, for this family, they appreciate the ability to 

listen to the teacher’s instructions later in the day as they review their child’s work with them.  

But we are also acutely aware that children want to hear, see and interact with their teacher. The current 

research from OFSTED and the EEF both point to studies that show neither live teaching or pre-recorded is 

better than the other. More important is teaching quality, levels of engagement and motivation and variety. 

And with this in mind, we hope the live sessions at either of the week, along with themed days, personalised 

provision packs for specific pupils and modelled teaching on Seesaw all help to provide just that.   

Thank you for all of your warm words of support and encouragement coming in, they really are much 

appreciated.  

 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19-resources/best-evidence-on-supporting-students-to-learn-remotely/
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LOOKING AHEAD IN THE CURRICULUM 

 
To help support engagement during these times at home, and in school, we would like to share some future 

dates with you. The majority of these will not need any additional resources at home – except the need to log 

onto the internet. You might want to use these as a motivation if it helps!  

Harry Potter Day - Friday 5th February - see below 

Learn a Sign Language Song – Introduced on Monday 8th February for a class assembly on Friday, 12th February 

Internet Safety and Programming Day – Tuesday 9th February 

Red Cross First Aid Afternoon – Friday 12th February 

LINKS 
 
 
Accessing Reading Books and ebooks through Hampshire Library 
Hampshire Library Service are offering the chance to select books and have them ready for safe collection 
from them. For more information, click here.    

 
There are also thousands of children’s ebooks and audiobooks free to download using Hampshire 
Libraries BorrowBox service with lots of titles always available without a wait.  
The Kidszone of Hampshire library is also full of links and recommendations too – well worth a visit.  
 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Support Guide for Adults 

For anyone aged 18+ who might be experiencing a really difficult moment in time, Hampshire have produced a 
useful document to read. Please do take a look and let us know if ther are any other ways we may be able to 
help.  https://documents.hants.gov.uk/adultservices/HCC-Wellbeing-Guide-Adults.pdf   
 

OTHER NEWS 
 

Harry Potter Themed Day 

On Friday 5th February, Mayhill will be hosting a Harry Potter themed day. Your 

magical tasks will be uploaded to SeeSaw on the day, but don’t expect to see any 

English or Maths!   

You will shortly be receiving your invitation to attend Hogwarts School of 

Witchcraft and Wizardry for the day in question.   

To help make it feel as real as possible, it will be a themed MUFTI day so if 

possible, we would like you to wear something which links to the stories of Harry 

Potter. This can be as simple as drawing a small scar on your head to purchasing 

an owl for the day!   

 

Hart Foodbank 

If you need to access a foodbank, please click here for further information on how to do so, or if you would like 

to find out how you could help, please click here.  

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tdiBPwfuF0yGnB20OQGNm1daiMvzp4ZOgOK132GIg6FUNThVR0JOUjhIMlhGOE8wVDFVNkI5QVlINC4u
https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/mainPage.html?b2bSite=6394
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/adultservices/HCC-Wellbeing-Guide-Adults.pdf
https://hart.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/how-to-get-help/
https://hart.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/
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SCHOOL LUNCH 
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EXTERNAL NOTICES 

 

 


