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Dear Parents,  

Update on capacity for returning pupils in years 3-5 

This week we are really enjoying seeing some of the new returnees settle back into school life so quickly. The 

first day, despite initial anxieties, seems to always go well with children really loving the chance to say Hi to 

their friends – even the boys are playing with the girls! Can I also thank parents for their response to sticking to 

the drop-off times, this has really helped manage the mornings safely.  On the flip side, we are also hearing 

about the struggles with engagement or the complexities of family funerals at this time. Hopefully you may 

find the the ideas in the newsletter on Friday in some way useful.  

A busy week in the news and in school so a mid-week bulletin to talk through the impact of new government 

guidance.  

On Monday, new guidance was released which made clear that there is no expectation on primary schools to 

welcome back additional children where they do not have capacity to do so. It also sets out criteria that must 

be met should they wish to invite anyone else back:  

 

1. they have already made provision available for children of critical workers, vulnerable children, and 
children in (…) year 6 and have ensured as many as possible are able to attend (especially for those 
who would particularly benefit from being in school because of other disadvantage)  

2. they can accommodate more children while still following the approaches set out in the protective 
measures guidance and their own risk assessment  

3. they do not require additional funding, staff or classrooms to do so.  
 
They have also provided the following guidance on whether schools can provide any kind of ‘meet-up’ before 
the summer break: 
 
‘We know that many primary schools are keen to invite in pupils who are not returning to school at this time for 
face-to-face meetings, before the end of term. This time can be used to check-in on pupils, and ensure they are 
supported before a planned return to school from September. Where this happens, this contact needs to be in 
line with the current guidance on protective measures.’ 
 
Our hope remains that we can, in some way, see all children for at least a short catch-up before the summer 
break. The difficulty in organizing this is that with a high percentage of key workers and almost all of our Year 
6s in, all of my staff are teaching full-time and the children and adults who are already in are not allowed to 
‘cross-bubbles’ or meet in groups larger than 15. Whilst last week we were hopeful of using additional staffing 
capacity, this week, we have moved to (another) new staffing structure in order to cover unexpected staff 
absence.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-primary-schools


Collaboration  Communication  Critical Thinking  Independence  Resilience  Respect 

 

So, to help parents plan and manage their expectations, I can now confirm that sadly we are not expecting to 
be able to offer any kind of return, other than a ‘catch-up’ to children in years 3 or 4 before the summer break. 
What few spaces we do have will be left available for children of critical workers.  
 
For children in year 5, should we return to full staffing capacity, I have not yet given up hope of offering a 2-3 
week window of all 45 children returning as we may have the capacity to move from 2 to 3 bubbles. However, 
this remains ‘a hope’, depends largely on staff availability and so for now, the conversation must sadly remain 
the same for now as for those in years 3 and 4.   

The aim of a catch-up session, will be to bring children together in small groups (children only), in an outdoor 

setting after school so that they can chat face-to-face with their class teacher before the year finishes. Right 

now we don’t have the detail as to how this will work, but I do want parents to know that plans are in motion 

and we will let you know more when we can.  

Meeting-up with more pupils needs managing really carefully so that every one of us can feel reassured that it 

is safe to do so, for those who are already in school each day as well as those being invited in. As much as we 

are desperate to arrange something, their safety and our adherence to government advice must come first.  

A final word… 

We really feel torn between what we want to do and what we we’re allowed to do and recognise whatever we 

offer it won’t solve some of the difficulties some families are facing. A genuine and heart-felt thank you to all 

of you for your support. Please keep in touch and let us know of anything that will help you in in the weeks 

ahead.  

Tom May 

Camo Day 2020 - Friday 19th June, get ready…. 
 
Not compulsory, but for those who want to: You have 3 days left to guess who each member of staff is! (I think 
Mr May and Mrs Bland might be the easy ones!!) 
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