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Who are the Maya? 
 
 

This half term we continue to take a step back in time to learn 
about the Ancient Maya Civilisation. We learn about the daily 
life, beliefs, society and the impact of the Maya on our lives 
today. We will also have the opportunity to handle genuine 
Mayan artefacts and carry out exciting activities of historical 
enquiry when Dr Diane Davies takes our Maya Workshop in 
March. Dr Diane Davies is an archaeologist who specializes on 
the Ancient Maya – a civilisation that we can’t wait to learn 
even more about! 
 
 

English 
This half term starts with a focus on the story of chocolate (Maya Link) using ‘Until I Met Dudley’ by Roger 
McGough and Chris Biddell; as a leap into writing a non-fiction text about the production of chocolate.  
This half term we will also be focusing on performance poetry using ‘Walking with my Iguana’ by Brian 
Moses as a writer’s stimulus. We will be learning about why he may have written the poem, performing it 
as a class and culminating our English journey by writing our own poem to perform!  In addition to this we 
will also look at poems written by the author Joseph Coelho including the poem ‘Hamster, Hamster. 
 
Maths 

The term’s Maths will focus on area and shape, time and how to read, interpret and represent a variety of 

data and statistics. The context for our maths learning this term will be a mix of calculations, problem 

solving and reasoning about an answer to demonstrate a thorough grasp of these mathematical domains.  

 

Alongside the children developing and extending their knowledge and fluency in their times tables facts and 

the correlating division facts. To support their learning we ask that you work with your child at home using 

Times Table Rock Stars. Log ins were given out again at parents’ evening yet if you need to be re-advised 

of these, please send a note in with your child.  

 

PE/Games 
Children have 2 PE sessions every week, with each session lasting an hour. It is really important that they 
have their kit in school on those days. In addition to these days we will continue to provide the children 
with three other 10 minutes sessions to work towards a running a mile.    
 
Year 4 have their PE lessons on the following days: 



 

 Outdoor: Monday - PE Kit: trainers, white/house colour T-shirt, black/blue tracksuit bottoms, 
black/blue sweatshirt, and socks. (Hockey - skills) 

 Indoor: Wednesday – PE Kit: white/house colour t-shirt and black/blue shorts (Dance) 
 

 
Homework 
Year Four homework works in the same way as last term. 
It is set on a Thursday and must be completed by the 
following Tuesday.  The children will have weekly 

spellings and a task for English and Maths.  We will 
sometimes be providing weekly computer based tasks. Any child who 
does not have access to a computer at home may join our weekly 
homework club which will run on Wednesday lunchtimes.  
 
How you can help your child: 
There are same fantastic websites that help children to find out more 
about the Maya. Why not try these for starters: 
 
www.mayankids.com   www.mayas.mrdonn.org 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/z2gkk2p 
 
To practise the maths and literacy concepts the children are working 
towards this term the children can choose from the wide variety of 
games the following websites; 
 
www.topmarks.co.uk/  
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/zbr9wmn  
 
Reading: Year 4 all have a reading record book with spaces for the children to record their thoughts/how 
well they have been heard read, each time they read. This allows us to easily see which books are being 
read, helping us to guide the children when giving advice/suggestions and monitoring their reading.  
In line with the agreed Mayhill homework expectations we do ask that an adult signs their child’s reading 
diary 4 times a week. Hearing your child read enables them to gain fluency, develops their understanding 
of what they have read – through an adult asking questions and probing e.g. for predictions and opinions. 
It also allows children to develop their own vocabulary which can then be relayed into their own written 
work. Having a dedicated time to also read to your child is also a vital part of allowing children to hear 
fluency, expression and tone. Great for quiet time on the sofa or just before bed.  
 
Come and Join us! 
Helpers are always welcome in year 4, especially for reading as the children love sharing their books with 
other people. If you feel you have something exciting to share with the children around any of our topics, 
Maths, Science or Literacy, we would love to see you.  No previous experience required! Please let your 
child’s class teacher know if you are able to help at all.  
 

 
We are all very much looking forward to an exciting half-term.  If you have any questions or comments 
about your child’s learning, do come in and see us! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
The Year Four team, 
Mrs Allen, Mrs Simpson and Miss Collis 

Dates for the diary: 
 
February  
School starts for Spring 2 
Monday 24th February 2020 
 

March 
World Book Day 
Thursday 5th March 2020 
 
Year 4 Maya Workshop 
Thursday, 12th March 2020 
 
4CS Class Assembly 
Tuesday 31st March 2020 9am 

 
April 

Whole school exhibition of 
work 6pm – 8pm  
Thursday, 2nd April 2020 
 
Break up for Easter 
Friday, 3rd April early finish at 1pm 
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