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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you and your family are well, managing to stay optimistic and all still getting on!  
 
Twenty years of teaching still doesn’t fully prepare you for the challenge of teaching your own children…at 
home…with a two year old also wanting attention! ‘Waffle the Dog’ is clearly a very clever dog given how 
much he dominates our TV screen! I have seen my own children rise and fall in their emotions, often for no 
obvious reason and have had to remind myself about what is realistic in terms of home-schooling. And whilst 
I suspect this is similar in many households, those of you who are tackling this as a single parent, have a 
partner who is deployed, or have a child with complex needs, have a whole different level of challenge and I 
have huge admiration for all your efforts.  
 
We are hugely missing the children here, their energy, stories and face-to-face contact, no amount of Zoom 
or Seesaw can replace this. And of those children we do have in, often what they are most grateful for is 
break time – a chance to socialise and chat in familiar surroundings – albeit from a distance. We can’t wait to 
have your child back and so, like many schools, we are starting the planning process for how we might do this 
safely as soon as we are allowed to. It looks like we might have an announcement this Thursday with some of 
the answers.  
 
Next week there is a bank holiday on Friday May 8th (VE Day) and as was the case during Good Friday and 
Easter Monday bank holidays, we will not be expecting children or school staff to access Seesaw. Therefore, 
there will be no feedback from teachers on Seesaw on that day. The school, however, will continue to be 
open, as we currently are, for children of key workers and identified vulnerable children. 
 
Currently we have approximately ten pupils in each day and all of the Mayhill staff are well. I hope your child 
is enjoying the interaction on Seesaw with their class teacher. Thank you to those who keep giving us some 
feedback – do keep it coming – and as a result this week we will try to make the work available earlier each 
day and will reflect on how much we share some of the children’s work. We all have good and bad days! 
 
If your child is coming into school:  

 Hot dinners are available again. There is a menu available in this newsletter, simply let us know on 
arrival and ensure there is money on your school dinner tab.  

 We are working hard on helping your child visualise 2m social distancing, and then maintaining this 
as they walk around the school and play at lunchtime. However, washing their hands before coming 
in, throughout the day and when they get home remain the main steps we need your support on.   

 If they have their own pencil case, please can they bring this in so that they are not sharing 
resources. 

 Next week, we would like them to enter school via the playground to reduce the number of children 
entering through one door at one time. A member of staff will open the playground gate as normal.  

 
 New book or reading books?  
If there are any resources you need (new exercise book, pencils, rulers etc) or your child want to change their 
reading book, there is a trolley in the entrance of Mayhill where you can collect and return items. Please do 
drop us an email and we can arrange for new resources to be collected.  
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Year 6 Parents 
Most families in Year 6 will now have confirmation of their secondary school placement. If your child has 
been accepted into Robert Mays, do look out for an e-letter which will have a link to their on-line portal 
through which parents/carers can complete the admissions form, pay for a locker, download information 
about school uniform etc.  Like us, they have no firm idea yet what future schooling will look like in 
September, but will communicate their plans as soon as they can.  
 
Do you have a child in Year 2 who is coming to Mayhill in September?  
Like our year 6 pupils, you should also have received confirmation of your place at Mayhill. Normally we 
would inform you of all of our transition activities and dates, many of which we are still hopeful of providing 
one way or another (whether it is a virtual tour, remote meetings with their new class teachers, invites in 
during the summer holidays or any other idea) but more information on this will follow nearer May half 
term.     
 
 

Free Book 

If you’re struggling to explain the coronavirus to your children then 
illustrator, Axel Scheffler and children’s book publisher, Nosy Crow 
are here to help with a brilliant digital book for primary school age 
children, free for anyone to read on screen or print out, about the 
coronavirus and the measures taken to control it.  

https://www.worldbookday.com/2020/04/free-information-book-explaining-
the-coronavirus-to-children-illustrated-by-gruffalo-illustrator/ 

 
Message from Mrs Robson… 
Times Tables Rock Stars 
It has been great to see lots of children logging into Times Tables Rock Stars over the last few weeks. This is a 
great time to ensure your child knows their times tables well and can have a go regularly online. It is also a 
good way for your child to be independent. We understand that parents have so many demands on their 
time right now that this is something your child can do without support. So, Come on Mayhill keep logging in 
(if you are already doing so!) and get logging in (if you haven't done so yet). Class teachers will be more than 
happy to send across log in details if you don't have them. On Friday 8th May 2020 we will be challenging 
every child in the School to log in and play- let's see if we can get to 100% of the school logging in on one 
day!    
Happy Playing! 
https://ttrockstars.com 

 

Oak National Academy / BBC Bitesize launched this week 
  
The Oak National Academy launched on 20 April. This brand-new enterprise has been created by 40 teachers 
from some of the leading schools across England, backed by government grant funding. It will provide 180 
video lessons each week, across a broad range of subjects from maths to art to languages, for every year 
group from Reception through to Year 10. The BBC has also launched its own education package across TV 
and online.  
 
Oak national academy: https://www.thenational.academy  
BBC’s education package: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
 

https://www.worldbookday.com/2020/04/free-information-book-explaining-the-coronavirus-to-children-illustrated-by-gruffalo-illustrator/
https://www.worldbookday.com/2020/04/free-information-book-explaining-the-coronavirus-to-children-illustrated-by-gruffalo-illustrator/
https://ttrockstars.com/page/covid19support
https://www.thenational.academy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
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Local Community News Bulletins 

 
Latest information and how you can get involved locally - HART 
Hart’s latest information is on their website, https://www.hart.gov.uk/covid-19  
Their information for anyone who would like to volunteer is at   
https://www.hart.gov.uk/covid-19-volunteering  

 
What to do if I’m concerned about the safety of another child? 
Reporting concerns and general guidance should continue to be done in the normal way via 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/contacts or by phone at 0300 555 1384. 

 
HART Food Bank Services 

 
 
Odiham now has its own Hart Food Bank operating out of the Coop in Odiham High Street, or at the Church 
Office just behind Lloyds Pharmacy in Odiham on Mondays and Thursdays between 1.30pm and 3pm.  
 
https://www.moretolife.church/odiham-foodbank  
 

Hampshire Libraries 

Hampshire Library Service is using social media to provide engaging and fun activities for children and 

families online. There are all kinds of activities on offer via the @HantsLibraries Facebook page, including 

recorded Storytime readings, Baby Rhyme Time, Virtual Construction Club, Code Club and Mini Craft Corner.  

Join the team from Hampshire Libraries for RhymeTime at 10am every morning (including weekends) and 

Story Time at 2pm (Monday – Friday). In addition, you can find videos on crafting, coding, construction and 

our family quiz published at the same time every week:  

 Digital showcase (for children), Wednesday at 12 noon 

 Code club, Wednesday at 4pm 

 eBook and aAudiobook recommendation, Thursday as 12 noon 

 Craft for kids, Friday at 2pm 

 Virtual construction club, Saturday 12 noon 

 Family quiz, Sunday at 12 noon 

Hampshire Libraries also have many e-books, audio books and magazines available for free download. To 

access the free digital resources on offer from Hampshire Libraries, visit www.hants.gov.uk/always-open-

online where you can also find links to the social media sites. Membership is available for free to anyone who 

lives, works, or studies in the county.  

Odiham – https://www.facebook.com/odihamlibrary/?ref=br_rs 

https://www.hart.gov.uk/covid-19
https://www.hart.gov.uk/covid-19-volunteering
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/contacts
https://www.moretolife.church/odiham-foodbank
http://www.hants.gov.uk/always-open-online
http://www.hants.gov.uk/always-open-online
https://www.facebook.com/odihamlibrary/?ref=br_rs
https://www.moretolife.church/odiham-foodbank
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Advice from CAMHS: Children and Mental Health Services 

This advice not only provides CAMHS Top 10 tips for supporting your child, but useful links to other problems 

such as sleeping difficulties, anxiety of anger issues.  

Mustard Seed Autism Trust 

Mustard Seed Autism Trust are continuing to support local families by providing advice and resources via 

email, phone, our website and Facebook page.  

Please do contact us if you need support, our staff team are working from home and will respond as soon as 

they can.  

Email: info@mustardseedautism.co.uk  Tel: 07980 636 413 

Website: www.mustardseedautism.co.uk Facebook: Mustard Seed Autism Trust 

Julia Donaldson  
 
Julia Donaldson will be reading stories live every Thursday. The videos will remain to watch any time. 
https://m.facebook.com/OfficialGruffalo 

And finally… 

Home learning Review 

Pupils of the Week 

We have been delighted to see so many of the children engaged with their learning this week and 
completing tasks in a variety of different ways. All of which we are exceptionally proud of. Videos, stop 
animations, written work, and art work the list goes on and on. Thank you to all of you at home for all of the 
support, time and effort you have put in too. We really appreciate how tricky times are at the moment – but 
remember ‘We are all in this together’ and there is light at the end of the tunnel…eventually! 

Year 3 Super Stars are: 

Sienna M for persevering through her tasks even though she has an injured hand that is making things a bit 
trickier. 
 
Alfie HM for his resilience in Maths this week. Miss Sutton has really enjoyed seeing the videos of the work 
he has been completing at home. 
 
Ruby GH for her fantastic attitude towards home learning, responding to marking and for producing lots of 
excellent work this week. 

Harrison K for his hard work and commitment to home learning all week. We especially enjoyed his fabulous 
woodland thought shower. 

Year 4 Super Stars are: 

Megan H for a superb description of the market in Pompeii – accompanied by her Stop Animation video. 

Tarik D for his superb work in both Maths and English and for putting full commitment into his work, 
including making improvements. 

Rhys B for his fantastic animation about the eruption of Vesuvius. 

https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/help/young-people/coronavirus-help-support-and-advice/
https://hampshirecamhs.nhs.uk/help/young-people/
mailto:info@mustardseedautism.co.uk
http://www.mustardseedautism.co.uk/
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Isla-Rose G for consistently producing a high standard of work online across the variety of different subjects. 

Year 5 Super Stars are: 

Otto F has been working so hard on his home learning and really challenging himself. He has approached his 
work with positivity and resilience. Otto has also posted projects he has been completing independently and 
we are waiting, expectantly, to see his hydraulic robotic arm! 

Emma T who can be always be relied upon to conscientiously complete the home learning. She consistently 
works hard and applies herself diligently. We are all enjoying seeing your work. 

Sebastian S for consistently excellent maths work and challenging himself by completing extra calculations 
involving aspects of maths he once found tricky. 

Sophie FG for working hard to overcome obstacles and always having positive thoughts when things get 
tricky – great attitude to learning! 

Year 6 Super Stars are: 

Thea S for a stunning performance on the piano with singing to accompany it. 

Mason M for showing extra commitment to his work online and for working especially hard, even on his 
birthday! 

Reggie B for an outstanding script written with thought and clear consideration for the audience and 
purpose in response to our class book Skellig. 

Poppy R for excellent maths learning during our multiplication week, specifically when tackling the 
challenges. 

 

Weekly – House Points 

Another great week for house points Mayhill – we are all very proud of everything you have achieved. Seeing what 

you have all been up to certainly puts smiles on our faces, thank you! 

The house point totals for this week are… 

 

Puma – 370  Merlin –388  Chinook – 400   Sea King – 323  

 

Well done again Chinook!  

Current yearly totals… 

Puma – 8192  Merlin – 8426  Chinook – 7997                     Sea King - 8274 

 
 

Robotics Drawing and Story Writing Competitions for Children 
  
If you are inspired by all things robotic, the EPSRC UK Robotics and Autonomous Systems Network 
as part of UK Robotics Week (22nd – 28th June), have launched a competition. 
  

https://www.ukras.org/robotics-week
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The “Once Upon A Robot” writing competition is open to all Key Stage 2 children (aged 7 - 11 years 
old), and challenges competition participants to write an 800-word story featuring any kind of robot 
their imagination can conjure. The story could take place on Earth, in space or even on another 
planet! 
  
The competition will be judged by robotics experts from the ESPRC UK-RAS Network, and award-
winning writer AF Harrold, author of The Imaginary and the popular Greta Zargo series. 
  
There are fabulous prizes on offer, including a Makeblock Programmable robot kit (courtesy of 
Pipebots), a Thames Komos Robotics Experiment kit (provided by Brains on Board), plus some 
unique and exclusive prizes courtesy of our guest judges. 
  

The competitions close for entries on the 8th June 2020 
  
For more information, details of prizes, judging criteria and to submit an entry, please 
visit  https://www.ukras.org/school-robot-competition/. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see below the hot food menus for the next two weeks for those children who are currently attending 

school.  It is fine for the children to bring their own packed lunch if they don’t wish to order a hot meal. 

 

https://www.ukras.org/school-robot-competition/write
https://www.ukras.org/school-robot-competition/
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