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What Impact did the 
Romans have on us? 

 
This half term we take a step back in time to learn 
about the Romans in Britain and their impact on the 
lives we lead today. We will take the children on a 
learning journey and develop their historical 
investigation skills through: looking at who the Romans 
were and examine how the Roman Empire developed; 
considering reasons why Emperor Claudius wanted to 

invade Britain and investigating what changes were made; what impact the Romans had on Britain; to 
explain and draw conclusions as to whether life got better or worse for the Britons and to understand the 
changes made by the Roman Empire and how significant these changes were. 
 
English 
This half term will be split into two different English focuses. Firstly we will be looking at a variety of 
different texts - both fiction and non-fiction - to support our English learning journey in writing a set of 
instructions on ‘How to be a Roman Gladiator’. Supporting our new History topic. Next, we will develop 
our own descriptive writing through the study of the text: Walking the Bear by Nicole Davies. Nicola Davies 
is a focus author for year 4 so any other texts she has written would also provide great opportunities to 
further get to grips with her great writing style. However, please may we ask that your child does not read 
‘Walking the Bear’ before we have studied it in class so that we can leave the elements of surprise, 
inference, deduction and prediction for us to work on as a class. 
 
Maths 
The term has started with number and place value – an area which we will a priority focus for September 
covering aspects of place value columns, partitioning, rounding and representing numbers in different 
ways. As the half term progresses we will also be developing the children’s understanding of the mental 
and written strategies for addition and subtraction. As discussed at the ‘meet the teacher meetings’, times 
tables are a focus area across the school and to further support this Mrs Robson – our Maths Subject 
Leader is offering an after school session on Tuesday, 24th September in 4CG’s classroom. If you are unable 
to attend this session 2 other sessions are available: Monday, 23rd September in 3B or Tuesday, 1st October 



 

5D. These sessions will focus on the use of the ‘Think-it, Link-it’ boards which we use in class and will be 
available to purchase for use at home. 
 
PE/Games 
Children do PE twice a week, each session lasting an hour. Year 4 have their PE lessons on Monday 
afternoon (outdoor) and Wednesday afternoon (Outdoor or indoor if the weather is too wet). Therefore, it 
is really important that your child has their kit in school on this day. Including tracksuit trousers and a 
warm top as PE will go ahead even if it is cold and a little wet!  

 Monday: Outdoor - OAA 

 Wednesday: Outdoor/Indoor - Multiskills  
 
Come and Join us! 
We would really appreciate additional support with hearing readers in 
year 4. If you can spare any time during an afternoon to come in and 
listen to children read please contact your class teacher.  

 
Homework 
Following parent, child and teacher input, we have re-
structured our homework system this year.  The children 
will be tested on their times tables (Wednesday) and 

spellings (Monday) weekly, and reading at least four times a week is still 
requested. However, instead of our weekly homework, the children will 
now be provided with a home learning sheet which allows them to 
choose a combination of tasks to complete over half term. These can be 
handed in at any point during the half term and will be converted into 
house points.  
 
How you can help your child: 
There are some super websites that help children to either revise main 
concepts or begin their own research around our topic. Why not try 
these for starters: 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/zwmpfg8 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Romans.html  
http://www.historyforkids.net/ancient-rome.html  
 
Reading: Year 4 have been sent home with their reading record book with spaces to record each time the 
children has read and their thoughts about the book they are reading. The children’s comments are really 
helpful as we can easily see which books are being read, what the child thought and use this when giving 
advice/suggestions and monitoring reading.  

 
We are all very much looking forward to an exciting half-term.  If you have any questions or comments 
about your child’s learning, do come in and see us, our doors are always open. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mrs Allen, Miss Collis and Mrs Green 

Dates for the diary: 
 

Maths Meeting: 
Tuesday, 24th September in 4CG 
 
Pentathlon: 
Friday, 5th October  
 
School Trip: 
Ufton Court Tuesday, 15th October  
 
Parents’ Evening: 
Wednesday, 23rd and Thursday 24th 
October 
 
Last day of Half Term: 
Friday 25th October 
 
Inset Day: 
Monday 4th November 
 
First Day of New Term: 
Tuesday 5th November 
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