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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back!  

On Monday we welcomed back 75 children, spread across six classes, and it was without question an 

emotional experience for all of us here, as I’m sure it will be in September (or whenever the next phased 

opening starts). The media might have led us to believe that we would welcome back lots of highly anxious 

and emotionally damaged children, but the reality was hugely different. As expected some were a little 

anxious on arrival but by lunch time this had quickly passed. The children have loved mixing with others, often 

children they wouldn’t have normally played with, and having time to chat, play and slip back into old routines.  

 

Possibly the thing that sticks with us more than anything are those children who may have in past found 

keeping friends difficult, or who have struggled with learning, thoroughly relishing the chance to see their 

teachers and show kindness and friendship to new people. There may be battles to come but for now it has 

been a thoroughly positive start; one that gives us confidence we can support and welcome all children back as 

soon as we are allowed to.  

Staffing for September 

 

I am really pleased that, aside from one or two support staff positions, we are fully staffed for September. We 

have received some lovely feedback about the ways in which our teachers and support staff have tried to 

maintain the engagement at home and so to see this consistency of staffing move through to September is 

really pleasing. It also means we can now fully concentrate on providing a really strong transition programme 

for children in all year groups, especially those joining and leaving us.  

For children in years 3-5, whether at home or at school, their ‘transition day’ will now be later in the term than 

normal (7th July) so that for now, amongst all of the other changes, they can concentrate on being part of their 
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current class. Clearly it won’t look the same as in previous years but in whatever form we are allowed, we still 

want to ensure children are prepared for the changes that will await in September. We live in hope that there 

may be new Government guidelines by that time which we wish to take advantage of.  Further details will 

follow later this month.   

School Reports 

 

End of year school reports will be available on Friday 10th July. For children not in school, these will be sent via 

email and we would ask for receipt of confirmation you have received them. Paper copies will only be available 

on request and for those who are already in school.  

Having a conversation about online safety with your child 

One of the best ways of helping your child to learn about online safety is to work with them through an activity 

pack, watching videos together and discussing the dilemmas other children have found themselves in. The 

Think U Know website has Home learning packs ready for you to do with your child and we would fully 

recommend them. They are available here.   

An introduction video for parents and carers.  

Important updates for those continuing with Home Learning 

 

The teachers have started to phone lots of the families with children who are not in school, thank you for all 

the feedback you have provided. We know that in some cases the Oak Academy is not as popular, whilst for 

other families it has really helped their child to be more independent, especially when you have full-time 

working commitments from home. More than anything, we know the children love the videos and messages 

our teachers have been providing and this is something we are now looking to do more of. 

Week beginning 8th June.  - Residentials – year 3 and 4  

Sadly, with the lockdown still in place, the year 3 ‘Night in the School Hall’ and the year 

4 ‘Runways End’ residentials are unable to take place. However, we would still love the 

children to be able to take part in a different ‘night’. So with this in mind, we would 

like you to ’take’ your child on a residential experience, by making a den inside your 

home to sleep in or perhaps even camping in the back garden.  

Are you up for taking part? Yes - that’s great! We would like your child, and you, (in the next two weeks) to 

spend a night or two, camping in either an indoor den or even sleeping out under the stars; perhaps in a tent 

or even a shelter made in the garden. Are they up for the challenge of making hot chocolate, toasting 

marshmallows or even making smores (get two chocolate digestives and place a toasted marshmallow 

between them - also works amazingly well with coconut biscuits instead)? We hope that everyone in the year 

group will get the opportunity to experience a ‘lockdown’ residential – including the teachers and support 

staff! We would like the children share their ‘residential’ experience by uploading a brief summary of what 

they did to SeeSaw along with some photos too so that we can share these as a year group. 

Important updates for those coming into school 

 

Start and Finish times 

The staggered start to the day seems to be working well and minimises opportunities for children to mix across 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/presentations-for-parents/
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different groups. I’m also aware many of you have had to change your own working commitments due to the 

start and finish times at Mayhill and Buryfields, so thank you for your flexibility, it really is appreciated. Please 

can I ask that parents continue to do your best to arrive within the time slots, as some children are currently 

arriving 10-15 minutes earlier.  

Changes to Year 6 provision 

The numbers of children now returning from Year 6 is 31 (80% of our year group). As we have a maximum 

group size of 15, this means we will now be splitting the children into three groups; 6R will remain as one class 

and 6M will split into two smaller groups. Although they will be taught separately, in separate classes, where 

possible they may participate in the same activity at the same time by led the class teacher at such times 

where they can adhere to social distancing guidelines (i.e use of outdoor space, hall). Any children returning in 

Year 6 from now on will join one of the 6M bubbles.  

Who will be teaching my child?  

Our priority has always been to help the children return safely to the same group of friends and same teacher 

as they had before. We are not expecting many new requests for returning to school until such time that the 

guidelines change and therefore the staffing structure will look like this until further notice.  

 Y3 4C 4A Y5 6M 6Me 6R 

Numbers of 

children 
15 10 9 15 8 8 15 

Monday 
Miss Sutton Miss Collis Mrs Allen 

Mrs 

Donovan 

Mrs 

McLaughlin 
Mrs Meldon Mrs Robson 

Tuesday 
Miss Sutton Miss Collis Mrs Allen 

Mrs 

Donovan 
Mrs Noy Mrs Meldon Mrs Robson 

Wednesday Miss 

Sutton/ Mr 

Barry 

Miss Owen Mrs Allen 
Mrs 

Donovan 

Mrs 

McLaughlin 
Mrs Meldon Mrs Robson 

Thursday 
Mr Barry Miss Collis Miss Owen Mrs Lavers 

Mrs 

McLaughlin 
Mrs Meldon Mrs Robson 

Friday 
Mr Barry Miss Owen Mrs Allen Mrs Lavers 

Mrs 

McLaughlin 
Mrs Meldon Mrs Davies 

Please can we remind parents to call the school if their child is not coming when scheduled to do so. All 

children who have a full-time place are expected to be every day.  
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KEY DATES 
      June 

      8th   Year 3 and Year 4 Home Residential:  

19th   Camo Day: Please do dress up and take part in this whole school event.  

22nd    Whole School Art Competition 

22nd    Science Week: Prepare for a daily doase of Science, at school or at home.  

22nd   Non Uniform Day  

       

July 

      6th    Years 5 & 6 to start learning on Sex, relationships education (details will follow)  

      7th   Transition morning: Information sent home to parents about next year.   

      10th   School reports go home   

      10th   Sports Day: Further details will follow.  

      13th   Art Week: Monday 13th – Wednesday 15th for ALL pupils 

Have a lovely weekend everyone and we look forward to seeing/speaking with you next week.  

Mr May 

 

School Uniform 

Order online at www.michaelhope.co.uk  

IMPORTANT DATES FOR ORDERING  

Free school delivery: Monday 15th June 2020 – Order before this date for uniform to 

be delivered to school, ready for collection week commencing 6th July 2020.  

Home delivery: 1 st August 2020 – Order before this date for delivery to home 

before the start of September term. Any orders placed after 1st August cannot be guaranteed by the start of 

term. 

Travelling to and from school from the High Street  

If you currently park on the high street in the morning, could we encourage all parents to use Stoney Alley 

(next to the Frame shop) to walk to the school and not for walking back to the high street. Social distancing is 

impossible and having a ‘one-way’ system here may help.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.michaelhope.co.uk/
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Pupils of the Week 

What a week it has been, both for learning at home and at school. It has been hard for so many of the children 
whether they be at home or in school, in respect of not seeing their friends alongside getting back into 

learning after the half-term break. Please can I say a huge thank you, to all of the parents and carers at home 
for your continued support as well as to all the staff at Team Mayhill for supporting all of the children’s 

learning. We continue to be delighted with the positive messages and support coming from both the home 
learners and the ‘bubbles’ and have really enjoyed being able to share in all of the children’s work. This week 

and the following weeks will see a mixture of children being celebrated for home and in school learning. Please 
join us in congratulating: 

  

Year 3 Pupils of the Week 

D’Arcy E for her great input during lessons. 

Frankie W for always responding to the feedback given on SeeSaw tasks – thank you! 

Jalika C for sharing great examples of her home learning – well done! 

  

Year 4 Pupils of the Week 

Olivia B for her valuable contributions and critical thinking in ALL her learning. 
  

Rhys R for having such a positive and enthusiastic attitude to learning and consistently putting 100% into all of 
his work. 

  
Samuel J for working exceptionally hard with his handwriting and for always demonstrating a positive attitude 

to his learning. 
  

Freddy S for displaying such a positive attitude to his learning this week and for making the year 4 adults smile 
so much. 

  

Year 5 Pupils of the Week 

Rehan H for some contributing such great work on Seesaw this week – thank you. 
  

Harry C for making excellent efforts with his work in school and for his kind and caring attitude towards his 
friends. 

  
Nina VNK for her unwavering attitude to home learning and finding the positive in everything. 

  
Josh S for returning to school with a positive and very polite manner and for working as a superb team player. 

  
  

Year 6 Pupils of the Week 

Reggie B for excellent efforts in Maths and for continuing his home learning to a high standard. 
  

Charlie S for producing some beautiful Mandala artwork – well done Charlie! 
  

Elena D for showing excellent resilience and critical thinking in Maths whilst learning about co-ordinates. 
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Josh A for such a positive and resilient attitude to his back to school study 
  

Emma M for being a role model to others in her positive and confident outlook in returning to school 

 

House Points 

What a brilliant start to our final half term of the year! It has been lovely to see lots of house points 

being earned in school this week as well as at home – keep it up Mayhill! 

 

Puma – 265  Merlin – 369  Chinook – 372  Sea King – 345 

 

The winning house this week is Chinook, well done! 

 

School Year Totals 

Puma – 9425  Merlin – 9903  Chinook – 9585  Sea King – 9691 
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