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MAYHILL 
JUNIOR SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER   |    ISSUE NO 21|  5TH FEBRUARY 2021  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Another week!  

Hopefully your child enjoyed our Harry Potter themed day today, whether that be from home or school and it 
provided a welcome change from the remote learning of other days. For those children at home, rest assured 
we will repeat this event as soon as we can so that all 214 children at Mayhill get to enjoy it in equal measures.  

On that note, I would like to personally thank all of the Mayhill staff for their effort that went into this day and 
a special mention to the Odiham Royal Mail Postal Owls who helped to hand deliver over 200 golden 
envelopes! 

Next week, as numbers in Year 5 rise above 15, we have made the decision to split this bubble in two. Miss 
Scholes will lead the teaching of 5S with the support of Miss Owen and Mr O’Hara will lead the teaching for 
those in 5OH with the support of Mrs Ball, Mrs Gray and Mrs Bland. We are confident this will not in any way 
affect the quality of the remote learning being set and that children at home will continue to receive timely 
feedback, albeit more so in the afternoon.  

Independence during Home learning 

In school, the majority of children are expected to work with growing independence. However, at home it can 
often be the case that your child needs a little more encouragement to get started or to complete their work. 
Either is fine as long as they are encouraged to show some independence.  

To help us at school, it would be useful to know how much support they’ve had. Often the way we do this in 
class is ask your child to circle one of three options below their learning objective. At home, we will be 
encouraging your child next week to add an ‘I’ or an ‘A’ depending on whether they have worked 
independently or had adult support.  

And finally, this week is possibly the first week I have allowed my optimism to grow that we may see a return 
of all children on the 8th March. Like you, I am looking forward to finding out more on the 22nd February. To 
avoid leaving gaps in their learning, we have endeavoured to continue with our curriculum (even fractions!) 
but we know the success of home learning will vary greatly from one family to the next. And so, staff have 
already started to consider the ways in which we will tailor our summer term curriculum focussing on securing 
the most essential areas. More on this will follow in future newsletters.  

 
Free School Meals 

Please be aware that free school meal vouchers will be made available throughout February half term but we 

will revert back to food parcels for the start of the spring term.  

 
LOOKING AHEAD IN THE CURRICULUM 

 
To help support engagement during these times at home, and in school, we would like to share some future 

dates with you. The majority of these will not need any additional resources at home – except the need to log 

onto the internet. You might want to use these as a motivation if it helps!  
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Learn a Sign Language Song – Introduced on Monday 8th February for a class assembly on Friday, 12th February 

Internet Safety and Programming Day – Tuesday 9th February 

Red Cross First Aid Afternoon – Friday 12th February 

 
Harry Potter Themed Day - Competition 
A reminder that there will be a prize for the best wand in each year group, so get creative!  
Please submit your entries via The History of Magic lesson on Seasaw by Monday 8th 
February.  Winners to be announced on 12th February. 

 
 

Sign a song, music challenge 
On Monday, the children will be starting an exciting music challenge. The lovely Mrs Kettle has very kindly 
recorded two songs in sign language - one for upper school and the other for lower school - for the children 
(and teachers!) to learn. We would love to see lots of videos of their practice and progress throughout the 
week - extra house points for a family effort! The children, supported by the video and their teacher, will then 
take part in a performance in Friday's class assembly.  
 
It will certainly be a new experience for most, but a fun and educational challenge for all. It is also a great 
discussion starter for at home and at school, regarding differences, resilience and different ways of 
communication. We hope the children enjoy this music challenge; we look forward to seeing how they get on. 
 
Mrs McLaughlin 
 

Does your child know how to deal with a first aid incident?  
 

 
 

Next Friday afternoon, across school and for those at home, we will be learning all about how to deal with 

certain emergencies that might occur in the home, park or school. Each year group will be looking at different 

first aid scenarios, from how to assist someone experiencing an asthma attack, to those who are bleeding, all 

the way up to - how to deal with an unconscious and not breathing casualty. I hope you agree that these skills 

are always so very useful, and we never know when they might be called upon.   

Miss Collis  

LINKS 
 
Accessing Reading Books and ebooks through Hampshire Library 
Hampshire Library Service are offering the chance to select books and have them ready for safe collection 
from them. For more information, click here.    
 
There are also thousands of children’s ebooks and audiobooks free to download using Hampshire 
Libraries BorrowBox service with lots of titles always available without a wait.  
The Kidszone of Hampshire library is also full of links and recommendations too – well worth a visit.  
 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Support Guide for Adults 
For anyone aged 18+ who might be experiencing a really difficult moment in time, Hampshire have produced a 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=tdiBPwfuF0yGnB20OQGNm1daiMvzp4ZOgOK132GIg6FUNThVR0JOUjhIMlhGOE8wVDFVNkI5QVlINC4u
https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/mainPage.html?b2bSite=6394
https://www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone
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useful document to read. Please do take a look and let us know if ther are any other ways we may be able to 
help.  https://documents.hants.gov.uk/adultservices/HCC-Wellbeing-Guide-Adults.pdf   
 

OTHER NEWS 
Art Day  
What an enjoyable day was had by all – both children, parents and children alike. A huge thank you for supporting 
the children at home with their artwork and 3D creations. 

I thought it would be great to share with you all a few of the pieces from both home and school below. 

 

A camp of chameleons created from paper plates by 3S 

bubble 

 

 

 

 

      Bea – Year 3 

 

 

 

 

D’Arcy -  year 4 

 

   Harriet - year 4 

 

https://documents.hants.gov.uk/adultservices/HCC-Wellbeing-Guide-Adults.pdf
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Evie – Year 5 

We are all eagerly awaiting news of our Art competition winners for each class 

with the top three pieces from each class given, anonymously, to Mr. May 

yesterday for judging to commence. The winner for each class will be 

announced in Mr. May’s live assembly on Monday morning – make sure 

you log in! 

 

 

 

Young Minds Fundraiser 

Two of our students, Emily and Ollie are planning on walking a 

combined 150 miles to raise money for a charity named Young Minds.   

Young Minds provides support and practical information to young 

people who are struggling with their mental health.  If you would like 

to read more about Emily and Ollie’s challenge and sponsor them, 

please click here. 

 

Hart Foodbank 

If you need to access a foodbank, please click here for further information on how to do so, 

or if you would like to find out how you could help, please click here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/emily100milewalk?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=emily100milewalk&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=7dd7c1013ee743f5a876c52e905602f1
https://hart.foodbank.org.uk/get-help/how-to-get-help/
https://hart.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/
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SCHOOL LUNCH 
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EXTERNAL NOTICES 
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