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MAYHILL 
JUNIOR SCHOOL 
NEWSLETTER   |    ISSUE NO 16|  18TH DECEMBER 2020  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I’ll see if I can write the final newsletter without the words ‘strange times’ or ‘normal’- ahh, failed 
already!  

Throughout this year, we have endeavoured to keep school life for the children here at Mayhill as 
close to that of last year as we possibly can, and with enormous thanks to all of the parents and wider 
community, hopefully we can have gone some way to achieving this.  

The teachers and support staff have truly excelled themselves this year and thank you for your 
generous gifts, cards and comments. Our new support staff have been excellent additions to the 
team and it has been heart-warming to see staff who have had to isolate being able to return. We’ve 
had mufti days, and cycle training; duathlons and pentathlons; trips, space domes and rugby coaches; 
we’ve had virtual tours and virtual meetings; virtual productions and remote learning! And as it’s 
Christmas, we even have another Mayhill baby on its way curtesy of Miss Sutton!  

Today, it was particularly lovely to see Miss Brooks in school again and say thank you and farewell to 
her. Whether we work 1-1, supporting groups or teaching classes, we are privileged to have your 
children here and enjoy the energy and positivity they bring.  

I wish you all a Happy Christmas, and hope you all stay safe and healthy, and look forward to seeing 
you again in 2021!   

Reminder about INSET Days 

At Mayhill, we have INSET days on Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th. Our final INSET day is on 7th June. SCL 
will continue to provide wrap around care for families at Buryfields on the Tuesday as they return a 
day earlier than us.  

Letting us know about any positive cases over Christmas 

If your child tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms less than 48 hours 
since being in school, please let us know - up to 6 days after the last day of term. We will then assist 
in identifying close contacts and advise self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious 
whilst in school.   

If your child develops symptoms but does so more than 48 hours since being in school, the school 
should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by 
NHS Test and Trace. 

You can let us know by emailing t.may@mayhill.hants.sch.uk  

 

 

mailto:t.may@mayhill.hants.sch.uk


Page 2 of 12 
 

Message from the Governors 
 

To all the Mayhill pupils, staff and parents, I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of all the 
Mayhill Governors, to say a very Merry Christmas, I hope you have a safe and restful break and hope 
that 2021 brings you and your families some much deserved happiness and joy.  
To Mr May and his team of staff, we want to say a huge thank you for your tireless hard work to keep 
the school open, the children and staff safe and to keep not only the educational experiences going, 
but those extra-curricular activities, especially at this time of year, that the children especially love. 
We know how hard you have all worked, from translating complicated and ever-changing 
government guidance into practice in the school, to juggling staff rotas, providing learning both in 
school and remotely for those at home, for being flexible, adaptable and always with a cheery smile. 
It is obvious that children at Mayhill really enjoy being at school and are creating happy memories 
there.  
 
We have to thank all the children for their hard work in learning new routines in lessons and during 
break times, for being so engaged, positive and supportive of each other. Thank you to the parents 
also, for adhering to school guidance, adapting to the changes, supporting your children both in and 
out of school and for being so patient with the staff in these challenging times.  
 
Once again, from all the Governors, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and look forward to 2021 
with great hope and a light at the end of the Covid tunnel!  

Jenny Pritchard, Chair of Governors 

Thank you for your charitable donations 

Christmas Jumper Day this year raised a brilliant £144.30 for Save the Child. 
Thank you for everyone here! 

WHAT’S COMING UP? 

 
Year 3 Applications  
 
The applications portal opened on 1st November 2020 and closes on 15th January 2021.  You will be 
notified if you have been successful on 16th April 2021.  For more information, please visit: 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year3 
 
Y5 Football Club – advance notice!  
 
SCL, who provide our wrap around care, will be running a Y5 football club every Monday after school 
from 3.30 – 4.30pm. This is open to boys and girls. We will send out permission letters as soon as we 
return in the New Year. Places are limited to 20.  
 
Clubs for other year groups will be considered in the new year.  

 
OTHER NEWS 

 
End of Term Assembly  

 
We would like to celebrate all the children’s achievements this term and what a term it has been! We 
are all exceptionally proud of the way in which EVERY child has returned to school and the 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/educationandlearning/admissions/applicationprocess/year3
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifmI_4sojfAhUQUBoKHWwECsMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.greencore.com/christmas-jumper-day-2017/&psig=AOvVaw1DqhyX-4OIGxqBppxi4jNU&ust=1544089263679132
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commitment they are putting into their learning. In our assemblies today we have celebrated the 
following children for going that little bit extra and above. 
    
 
Governors Awards Autumn Term 2020  

 
This award is to celebrate a child from each year group who consistently shows commitment to 
furthering their learning both in and outside of the classroom, they demonstrate Mayhill’s Habits 
with positivity, enthusiasm and dedication and are recognised as such by pupils, staff and governors 
in school. Therefore, I am sure you will join us in the celebration of:  

 
Year 3: Beatrice R                            Year 4: Flo K  

Year 5: Henry W               Year 6: Emma T  
High Fliers Awards  
 
These awards are presented for high achievement across a range of subjects this term. These children 
are to be congratulated on both their efforts and commitment in always striving to be the best they 
can be in both attitude and work and as such we are delighted to recognise the following children:  

 
Year 3: Alienna R                             Year 4: Austin S  

Year 5: Frankie B              Year 6: Nina V-N  
Sporting Awards  
 
These awards are presented to a girl and boy from each year group. They are to be congratulated on 
their skills, sportsmanship and performance and for continuing to ensure they demonstrate high 
quality within all aspects of physical education and school sport.  We are proud to present these to:  

 
Year 3: Robert V-N and Harriet H             Year 4: Hugo R and Isla W  

Year 5:Nawal T and Megan H                     Year 6: Max C and Sylvie C  
 

We would like to congratulate the children for all working so well on their home learning.  

House Point End of Term Champions  - Puma 

The totals for house points since September are:  

Puma – 5073      Seaking – 4670                  Merlin – 4445                    Chinook  - 5053 
 

Year 6 Bridge Project 
 

Over the past half term, Year 6 have been working on an exciting project which included creating own 
our bridges.  There are many stages that went into this assignment including designing, planning, 
researching and building.  During the build we were lucky enough to use glue guns, saws and paint to 
finish it off.  After all our hard work with designing and researching information about our bridges, we 
started to build.  
 
We measured our wood to size and cut, we then used sandpaper to smooth the edges and glue guns 
to assemble it.  We were then allowed to decide on our paint colour and finishing touches.  After all 
of this, the Year 6’s did an exhibition to show off all of our hard work.  We swapped classes and Mr 
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May and Miss Collis came up to have a look at our bridges.  They each had a Head Teacher’s Award to 
give to the group that most impressed them.  Our group called ‘We take no prisoners’, was lucky 
enough to be awarded the rosette.  They said that they loved the colours we used, that it was very 
strong and it was a unique design that they loved. 

 
Overall, this was a great project and all the Year 6 can say that we would do it all again if we could! 
 
Written by Tattie, Kayleigh, Mia and Faith (6R) 
 
Head Lice 

Please can all parents check their child’s hair for head lice. We have had some cases 
reported, especially in Y4 recently and would like everyone to come back six legged 
friend free. 
 

 
Odiham Parish Council 
 

Please help keep Odiham and North Warnborough tidy over the Christmas 
Holidays 

Why not borrow a litter picker for the Christmas Holidays from OPC and help 

keep Odiham and North Warnborough litter free. 

Litter picking makes a huge difference to the village and can make a family 

walk a bit of fun as experienced by Cllr David Stewart when he went litter 

picking earlier in the year.  
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There is a small supply of litter pickers available to borrow from OPC office at The Bridewell in The 

Bury on Friday 18th, Monday 21st, Tuesday 22nd and Wednesday 23rd from 10am till 2pm each day 

until supplies run out. (all litter picker handles have been sanitized) 

All we ask is that you keep away from busy roads, stay safe and put your collected rubbish in the 

Council bins or your household bin. Please wear gloves and DO NOT pick up any glass, needles or 

hazardous waste. (Please notify the parish office if you find any and the location). 

Please follow COVID guidelines while outside walking and litter picking to keep you and others 

safe. 

Council Bins in Odiham and North Warnborough are located: 

 Recreation road play area 

 Recreation Ground at Crownfields 

 Chamberlain Gardens behind the 

tennis courts 

 Chamberlain Gardens play area 

 Entrance to Buryfields Infant 

School 

 Chapel Pond play area. 

 
HOUSEKEEPING 

 
Absences 

If your child is absent from school, you must notify the office (01256 702973) by 9am on their first 

day of absence, to inform us of the reason for their absence.  You must call the office on each 

subsequent day of absence, unless you have agreed otherwise with a member of the office team. 

Please let us know if the reason they are absent is related to coronavirus symptoms.  

 

We will endeavour to respond to emails within two working days. 

 

KEY DATES        

    

January 
4th     Inset Day 
5th    Inset Day 
w/c 4th   Year 6 Swimming Lessons, dates as per letter 
15th    Deadline for applications for Year 3 
 
February  
5th    Happy Bags 
9th    Internet Safety Day 
15th – 19th   Spring half-term holiday 
 
March   
1st    Year 5 Lego Robotics Day 
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4th    Year 4 Activity Day – Runways End (Aldershot) To be confirmed. 
 
April      
2nd- 16th   Easter holiday 
19th    Year 5 Swimming Lessons, exact dates to be confirmed 
 
May 
4th & 5th   Whole School Life Bus Workshop 
17th    Year 6 Lego Robotics Day 
31st – 4th June  Summer half term holiday 
 
June 
7th   Inset Day 
 
July 
23rd    Last day of term 
 

FRIENDS OF MAYHILL 

Friends of Mayhill welcomes all new committee members & helpers.  
Your help is hugely appreciated so please get involved.  

 
 
Thank you everyone for supporting FOM this half term. It’s been fun and easy to do when there is 
so much positivity and generosity, within Mayhill Junior School. 
 
This term, FOM have raised over £3,600! This is fantastic and in January, I will highlight what this 
money will be spent on, to enhance our children’s time, at Mayhill. 
 
There are over 40 FOM members currently but if you have FOM FOMO and would like to join the 
team, please email me katielea77@googlemail.com - EVERYONE is welcome. 
 
Finally, I’d like to wish you and your families a very Happy Christmas. 
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Lunch Menu W/C 4 Jan 2021 
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